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TAU CHAPTER OF PHI ZETA

Phi Zeta Research Emphasis Day is sponsored by the Tau Chapter of the 
Society of Phi Zeta—The National Honor Society of Veterinary Medicine. 
Phi Zeta recognizes and promotes scholarship and research in matters 
pertaining to the welfare and diseases of animals. Phi Zeta Research 
Emphasis Day promotes research in veterinary medicine; recognizes 
the research being conducted by our veterinary students, residents, 
graduate students and faculty; and encourages veterinary students to 
pursue careers in veterinary research. The Tau Chapter of Phi Zeta was 
established on March 30, 1977, with Dr. C.W. Titkemeyer as Chapter 
President. Phi Zeta is the abbreviation of the Greek word Philozoi, which 
means “love of animals.”



WHAT DOES PHI ZETA MEAN TO LSU VET MED?

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: NATASHA OLBY 
Natasha Olby received her veterinary degree 
from Cambridge University. She completed her 
PhD and a post-doctoral position at Cambridge 
University after a short period in mixed general 
practice. She is a professor of veterinary 
neurology and neurosurgery and a board-
certified neurologist. Dr. Olby is a past president 
of the American College of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine Neurology Specialty (2008-2011). She 
is the 2014 recipient of the Faculty Achievement 
Award from the American Association of 
Veterinary Clinicians and the 2023 recipient 
of the AVMA Career Achievement in Canine 
Research. In 2017, Dr. Olby was awarded the 
Dr. Kady M. Gjessing and Rahna M. Davidson 
Distinguished Chair in Gerontology. She is the 
author or co-author of more than 200 scientific 
publications, is the co-editor of the British Small 
Animal Veterinary Association (BSAVA) Manual of 
Canine and Feline Neurology and has authored 
many book chapters. She runs the Canine 
Neuro-Aging Program and the Spinal Cord Injury 
Program and she is passionate about training 
the clinician scientists of the future.

The Phi Zeta Research Emphasis Day is an opportunity for our entire community to be engaged in a discussion of 
research and to foster the objectives of not only Phi Zeta but those of the School. The structure of this morning’s 
program is such that it allows everyone to participate. Classes are canceled, and the Veterinary Teaching Hospital is 
closed except for emergencies. 

Phi Zeta Research Emphasis Day includes a presentation by a biomedical scientist with veterinary experience, and 
posters are presented by students, House Officers, post-doctoral fellows, and faculty in the interlude between 
presentations. The presentations inform the school community and visitors of the diverse current research activities 
within LSU Vet Med. Posters presented by advanced studies students and professional students will be judged 
by a panel of scientists for prizes in the following categories: (1) post-doctoral researchers, (2) dissertation (PhD) 
students, (3) Master’s students, (4) House Officers/Residents (non-PhD/non-Master’s), (5) veterinary students, (6) 
undergraduate students, (7) care reports, and (8) faculty/others (non-competition category). The growth and quality 
of the event are a measure of the efforts of the LSU Vet Med community and our commitment to scholarly activity at 
all levels. 



Emi Sasaki, DVM, DACVP, Assistant Professor of 
Veterinary Pathology, PBS

Jeanette Cremer, Dr.med.vet, DVM, DACVAA, Associate 
Professor of Veterinary Anesthesiology, VCS

Olalekan Michael Ogundele, MS, PhD, Associate 
Professor, CBS

Andrea Johnston, DVM, DACVIM, Assistant Professor 
of Small Animal Medicine, VCS

Ann Chapman, DVM, (LSU 2001), MS (LSU 2006), 
DACVIM (Large Animal), Associate Professor of Equine 
Medicine, VCS

Fabio Del Piero, DVM, PhD, DACVP, Professor, PBS

Tammy Dugas, PhD, Associate Dean for Research and 
Graduate Education

Oliver A. Garden, BVetMed, PhD, FHEA, FCPP, FRCVS, 
DACVIM, DECVIM-CA, Kenneth Burns Endowed Chair 
in Veterinary Medicine and Dean

Britta Leise, DVM, MS, PhD, Associate Dean for Staff 
and Faculty Advancement, Associate Professor of 
Equine Surgery, VCS

Colin Mitchell, BVMS, MS, DACVS, Director, Large 
Animal Services, Veterinary Teaching Hospital; 
Professor of Equine Surgery, VCS

Cherie Pucheu-Haston, DVM (LSU 1992), PhD, DACVD, 
Associate Dean for Clinical Services and Professor of 
Veterinary Dermatology, VCS

PHI ZETA COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Alexa Boudreaux, Dean’s Events and Logistics 
Manager

Dustin Brewster, Dean’s Coordinator

Bonnie Brocato, Facilities Manager

Stacey Carr, Business Office Coordinator

Philip Ebenezer, PhD, Grants Manager

Chelsey Gonzales, Director of Industry Engagement

Victoria Gravois, Business Office Coordinator

Ginger Guttner, APR, Communications Manager

Sarah Keeton, Research Associate

Whittney Lathan, PBS Coordinator

Thomas Rooney, Assistant Dean for Strategic 
Communications

Alex Sheets, Data Processing Analyst

Sophie Stine, PBS Student Worker

Qingxia Wang, Research Associate

Stephanie Willis, Registrar

Thank you to everyone who helped plan, coordinate, 
and execute this event!



Basel Abuaita, PhD, Assistant Professor of Infectious 
Diseases, PBS

Amira Ahmed,, MSc, PhD, BVMS, Instructor of 
Parasitology PBS

Ethan Anderson, PhD, Assistant Professor, CBS

Frank Andrews, DVM, DACVIM, Head, Veterinary Clinical 
Sciences Department; Director, Equine Health Studies 
Program; Professor of Equine Medicine, VCS

William Beavers, MS, PhD, Assistant Professor PBS

Pilar Camacho, LV, Assistant Professor of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology VCS

Renee Carter, DVM (LSU 2000), DACVO, Professor of 
Veterinary Ophthalmology, VCS

Gabriel Castro, MS, DVM, Assistant Professor of 
Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia VCS

Ann Chapman, DVM, (LSU 2001), MS (LSU 2006), 
DACVIM (Large Animal), Associate Professor of Equine 
Medicine, VCS

Jonuel Cruz, DVM, MS, Assistant Professor of Equine 
Surgery VCS

Shannon Dehghanpir, DVM (LSU 2013), DACVP, VCS

Fabio Del Piero, DVM, PhD, DACVP, Professor of 
Anatomic Pathology, VCS

Levent Dirikolu, DVM, MVSc, PhD, Professor of 
Pharmacology, Comparative Biomedical Sciences CBS

Frederic Gaschen, Dr.med.vet, Dr.habil, Professor of 
Small Animal Medicine VCS

Antonieta Guerrera-Plata, BSc, MSc, PhD, Associate 
Professor, PBS

Ky Hoang, DVM, PhD, Assistant Professor (Research), 
PBS

Weishan Huang, PhD, Associate Professor, PBS

Duane Jeansonne, PhD, Assistant Professor (Research), 
PBS

Tomislav Jelesijevic, DVM, MS, PhD, DACVP, Assistant 
Professor, CBS

PHI ZETA JUDGES
Seetharama Jois, MS, PhD, Professor PBS

Charles Lee, PhD, Associate Professor, CBS

Jeongha Lee, DVM, MS, Assistant Professor of 
Veterinary Pathology PBS

Britta Leise, MS, DVM (LSU 2002), PhD, DACVS, 
Associate Dean for Student and Faculty Advancement; 
Associate Professor of Equine Surgery, VCS

Juan Martinez, PhD, Director of Graduate Education, 
Professor, PBS 

Jose Cesar Menk, MV, Assistant Professor of Veterinary 
Pathology, PBS

Colin Mitchell, BVMS, MS, DACVS, Director, Large 
Animal Services, Veterinary Teaching Hospital; 
Professor of Equine Surgery, VCS

Michelle Osborn, PhD, Associate Professor, CBS

Patricia Queiroz-Williams, DVM, Professor of 
Anesthesiology, VCS

Jeremy Redmond, DVM, Director of Clinical Skills, 
Assistant Professor of Equine Medicine, VCS

Laura Riggs, DVM, PhD, Associate Professor of Equine 
Surgery, VCS

Ryan Smith, DVM, Assistant Professor of Emergency 
and Critical Care, VCS

Brent Stanfield, PhD, Assistant Professor (Research), 
PBS

Rhett Stout, DVM (LSU 1994), PhD (LSU 2003), DACLAM, 
Interim Director, Division of Laboratory Animal Medicine; 
Associate Professor, PBS

Thomas Tully, DVM (LSU 1986), DABVP, DECZIM, 
Professor of Zoological Medicine, VCS

Nancy Welborn, DVM (LSU 1990), Associate Professor of 
Community Practice, VCS

Shaomian Yao, PhD, Associate Professor, CBS

Masami Yoshimura, BSc, MSc, DSc, Associate Professor, 
CBS



PHI ZETA RESEARCH EMPHASIS DAY SCHEDULE
Phi Zeta Kickoff: 8 - 8:15 a.m.
Dr. Emi Sasaki
President, Phi Zeta (Tau Chapter)
VMED 2101 (live), VMED 2103 (broadcast)

Dean’s Welcome: 8:15 - 8:30 a.m.
Dr. Oliver Garden
Dean, LSU School of Vet Medicine
VMED 2101 (live), VMED 2103 (broadcast)

Poster Viewing and Judging: 8:30 - 11 a.m.
Second Floor Corridors

Keynote Speaker: 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Dr. Natasha Olby
VMED 2101 (live), VMED 2103 (broadcast)

Awards Ceremony: 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Awards will be given for posters and new members will 
be inducted.
VMED 2101 (live), VMED 2103 (broadcast)

Abbreviations

CBS Comparative Biomedical Sciences

CR Case Report

HOR House Officer

MS Master’s Student

PHD Doctoral Student

PBS Pathobiological Sciences

PDR Post-doctoral Researchers

UGST Undergraduate Student

VCS Veterinary Clinical Sciences

VST Veterinary Student



POSTER COMPETITION



POSTER COMPETITION



POSTER COMPETITION





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

And special thanks to Wendy Wolfson, DVM 
(LSU 1986), associate professor of shelter 
medicine, for supporting this event.



lsu.edu/vetmed

About LSU Vet Med
Bettering lives through education, public service, and discovery

The LSU School of Veterinary Medicine is one of only 33 veterinary schools in the U.S. and the only one in Louisiana. 
LSU Vet Med s dedicated to improving and protecting the lives of animals and people through superior education, 
transformational research, and compassionate care. We teach. We heal. We discover. We protect.

• LSU Vet Med is a premier biomedical 
research facility with researchers 
investigating human and animal diseases and 
injuries. 

• The LSU Vet Med Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital sees more than 21,000 cases each 
year and is open 24/7, 365 days a year.

• The LSU Vet Med Wildlife Hospital of 
Louisiana provides free care for more than 
1,200 wildlife cases each year at no cost to 
the Good Samaritans who bring them to us.

• LSU Vet Med was the 19th veterinary 
school established in the U.S. and graduated 
its first class in 1977. Since then it has granted 
more than 3,500 DVM and almost 500 MS 
and Ph.D. degrees.

• LSU Vet Med offers M.S. and Ph.D. 
degrees in three academic departments: 
Comparative Biomedical Sciences, 
Pathobiological Sciences, and Veterinary 
Clinical Sciences.

• LSU Vet Med provides advanced training 
for veterinarians who work as interns and 
residents in our Veterinary Teaching Hospital, 
as well as post-doctoral fellowships for 
research scientists.

• LSU Vet Med provides veterinary and daily 
care for Mike VII, LSU’s live tiger mascot.




