
 
    1 

 

 

Louisiana Office of State Climatology 
Louisiana State University 
lastateclimate@lsu.edu  
225-578-6870 

LOUISIANA WEEKLY CLIMATE SUMMARY 
Volume 2, Issue 21 

May 20 – May 26, 2026 

 

  

Monroe 

Alexandria 

Baton Rouge 

* PROVISIONAL DATA 

Daily Ranges 

Daily Extremes 

Rainfall 

Max/ Min Temps 
Max/ Min Normal 

Lake Charles New Orleans 

Shreveport 

mailto:lastateclimate@lsu.edu


 
    2 

 

 

Louisiana Office of State Climatology 
Louisiana State University 
lastateclimate@lsu.edu  
225-578-6870 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• it was an active 7-day run across Louisiana as a front that eventually moved into the state on May 24 served 

as a focal point for waves of precipitation and severe weather (p. 4) 
• the periods of at-times heavy rainfall led to numerous Flood Watches/Warnings, Flash Flood Warnings, and 

Flood Advisories across the state 
• 7-day rains continued the May trend of declining drought severity across much of the Pelican State 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• 7-day average temperatures were slightly below-normal for most of Louisiana as daily maximum temperatures 
were suppressed by rounds of precipitation and associated cloud cover 

• despite the overall pattern, there were still some stations that managed to exceed 90°, including 91°F at 
Winnsboro 5 SSE (NE Div), Natchitoches #2 (WC Div), and Donaldsonville 4 SW (SC Div) and 90°F at the 
Alexandria NWS COOP station (C Div) and St. Francisville 1 NE (EC Div)  
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U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM): Issued May 28, 2026 
- includes data thru May 26 

• several rounds of precipitation inundated the state during the 7-
day period, continuing to improve soil moisture and hydrologic 
conditions; however, localized rainfall surpluses and runoff led to 
urban flooding, with several rivers and bayous across the Bayou 
State reaching flood stage 

• in response, the updated Drought Monitor showed improvements 
across the entire state, including the elimination of ‘Severe 
Drought’ (D3) across southeastern Louisiana and a significant 
reduction in D3 coverage across northern Louisiana; however, 
despite recent above-normal rainfall, there are still areas showing 
the impacts of longer-term moisture deficits   

• nearly 2/3rds of the state is still classified as “in drought,” but that 
is down from 3/4ths of the state for the previous 7-day period; 
indeed, D3 coverage to end this period was reduced by almost half 
of the prior 7-day coverage 

• of the reports received as of May 26, LSU AgCenter agents noted 
“Very Dry” or “Dry” conditions across only 7 parishes (all in 
northern Louisiana) with “Very Wet”, “Wet”, or “Near Normal” 
conditions noted for another 36 parishes; agents also noted 
“Significantly Improved” or “Slightly Improved” conditions in 15 
parishes 

• as of May 26, no parishes had Burn Bans and parish Fire Danger 
Levels were listed as “Medium” or “Low” for all monitored parishes 
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Severe/Stormy Weather: 
The 7-day run proved to be “wet and weather active.”   

Not only was rainfall above-average statewide for the 
period, but a number of south Louisiana stations 
reported more than 5.00” over the 7 days, roughly 
equivalent to a month’s worth of normal rainfall.  Slidell 
4.4 E (EC Div) recorded the state’s largest 7-day total at 
8.42”, with almost half of that falling on May 21-22. 

Storms impacted some part of the state on most days 
during the period but May 23rd proved to be the most 
active day of the period.  And eastward advancing squall 
line headed onto Louisiana from Texas certainly added 
to the storm impacts.  That same day’s stormy pattern 
was reflected by the NWS Storm Prediction Center’s 
issuance of a Severe T-Storm Watch in addition to a 
majority of Louisiana being included in a Flood Watch on 
the 23rd.  

While Louisiana was fortunate to avoid Tornado Watches 
and Warnings over the 7 days, public reports did note a 
“tropical funnel” developing on the morning of May 26th 
over southeastern Calcasieu Parish. 

The four NWS Forecast Offices serving the Bayou State 
(SHV, JAN, LCH & LIX) combined to issue 15 Flash Flood 
Warnings during the period.  Flood threats from locally-
heavy rains prompted NWS/New Orleans (LIX) to post 
numerous Flood Advisories in and around metro New 
Orleans as well. 

Local Storm Reports (LSRs) received from around the 
state are highlighted by the occurrences of damaging wind 
reports extending across the central parishes. As with 
other storm-related activity, the vast majority of these 
wind-related reports were received on May 23. 
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Divisional and Statewide Summary: 20 - 26 May 2026 
Divisions Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min 
T-Avg 

(⁰F) 
T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min 

HDD HDD 
%Norm 

CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P-DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

Rain 
Days 

Northwest 82.5 66.9 74.7 -0.7 89 64 0 0 69 92 1.60 +0.66 1.69 5 
North Central 83.2 67.4 75.3 +1.1 89 64 0 0 74 112 2.33 +1.30 1.67 4 

Northeast 84.1 67.6 75.8 -0.1 91 65 0 0 78 101 3.20 +2.33 1.82 4 
West Central 85.6 67.1 76.4 +0.9 91 64 0 0 82 111 2.97 +1.86 2.22 4 

Central 82.8 67.2 75.0 -0.5 90 62 0 0 71 96 2.47 +1.48 2.44 4 
East Central 83.1 69.6 76.3 -0.2 90 67 0 0 81 100 3.65 +2.34 4.08 6 

Southwest 82.3 69.3 75.8 -0.9 89 64 0 0 78 96 3.54 +2.31 3.20 5 
South Central 82.6 69.7 76.1 -1.1 91 67 0 0 79 92 3.13 +1.83 2.68 6 

Southeast 81.7 71.0 76.4 -2.5 89 68 0 0 81 84 4.61 +3.22 3.72 6 
STATE 83.1 68.4 75.8 -0.4 91 62 0 0 77 97 3.06 +1.93 4.08 5 

T - Temperature (⁰F)      DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 

The 4 NWS forecast offices (SHV, JAN, LCH & LIX) also  
collectively issued 33 Severe T-Storm Warnings over the 
7-day stretch, with most of those being implemented on 
May 23rd.  Those Severe T-Storm Warnings were also 
accompanied by numerous Marine Warnings (not 
shown)  

The state’s primary Flood Watch for the 7 days was 
issued with the active/severe weather recorded on the 
23rd.  But a second Flood Watch, issued during the early 
morning of May 26 and centered over Mississippi and 
Alabama, did extend westward far enough to capture 
several extreme eastern parishes.  

It’s worth noting that while locally-heavy rains produced 
ponding and nuisance flooding for a number of areas  

around the state, most rivers remained “well-behaved” in 
terms of flood stages.   

Over the course of the current 7-day spell, only sections 
of the Vermilion and lower Pearl rivers exceeded their 
respective flood stages.  And in the case of both rivers, 
data showed only “Minor Flooding” at its worst for their 
respective gaging sites. 

This is in part a result of the prolonged “dry” conditions 
impacting much of the state.  Natural, agricultural, and 
landscaped environments across the southern parishes 
were able to utilize much of the recent rainfall surpluses, 
even given the “wet” trend that has dominated much of 
Louisiana during May. 
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Station Summaries by Division: 20 – 26 May 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

Northwest Division 

Stations Avg  
T-Max 

Avg  
T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 

DFN 
Highest 

T-Max 
Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

Blanchard 81.9 65.3 73.6 - 88 64 0 - 61 - 1.79 - 0.66 5/20 6 
Bossier City 4.0 S - - - - - - - - - - 2.08 - 0.88 5/23 4 

Converse 7.8 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 1.40 - 0.68 5/20 4 
Coushatta 4.3 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 1.18 - 0.48 5/24 5 

Keithville - - - - - - - - - - 2.64 +1.68 1.66 5/20 5 
Logansport - - - - - - - - - - 1.58 +0.64 1.19 5/20 3 

Mooringsport 1 N 81.0 67.1 74.1 -0.7 86 64 0 0 64 91 1.40 +0.50 0.65 5/20 3 
Plain Dealing - - - - - - - - - - 0.89 +0.02 0.47 5/20 4 

Red River Res Sta 81.8 68.2 75.0 -0.8 87 67 M M M M 2.14 +1.25 1.47 5/20 5 
Shreveport DTN AP 83.0 68.0 75.5 -2.0 87 65 0 0 75 86 0.90 +0.09 0.56 5/26 4 
Shreveport SHV AP 83.6 67.1 75.4 -0.7 87 65 0 0 74 95 0.82 -0.15 0.32 5/25 4 

Shreveport WFO 82.4 67.0 74.7 -0.5 87 64 0 0 71 99 1.14 +0.15 0.65 5/25 5 
SHV Southern Hills 84.0 65.6 74.8 +0.5 89 64 0 0 70 106 3.16 +2.07 1.69 5/20 5 

Stonewall 5.3 NE - - - - - - - - - - 1.00 - 0.45 5/20 4 
Taylortown - - - - - - - - - - 1.94 - 0.92 5/20 7 

Division 82.5 66.9 74.7 -0.7 89 64 0 0 69 92 1.60 +0.66 1.69  5 
   North Central Division 

Arcadia - - - - - - - - - - 1.71 +0.63 0.98 5/20 2 
Bienville 3 NE 83.1 67.3 75.2 +0.7 89 64 0 0 73 107 2.50 +1.36 1.36 5/21 6 

Calhoun 4.3 SSE - - - - - - - - - - 3.80 +2.72 1.67 5/20 3 
Carlton 1.7 E - - - - - - - - - - 2.77 - 1.43 5/22 5 

Columbia Lock 82.7 67.1 74.9 -0.4 89 65 0 0 71 96 1.59 +0.50 1.11 5/22 4 
Homer 1 N 82.4 66.7 74.6 +2.2 88 64 0 0 69 128 1.94 +1.03 1.61 5/22 4 

Monroe MLU AP 85.3 69.4 77.4 +1.6 88 66 0 0 89 117 1.08 +0.19 0.58 5/21 3 
Quitman 2.5 E - - - - - - - - - - 3.07 - 1.07 5/20 5 

Rocky Branch 1.3 W - - - - - - - - - - 2.70 - 0.97 5/20 4 
Ruston 5.5 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 2.25 +1.22 1.16 5/22 4 

Sikes 1.0 SW - - - - - - - - - - 1.73 - 0.92 5/24 3 
West Monroe - - - - - - - - - - 2.80 +1.78 1.45 5/22 4 

Division 83.2 67.4 75.3 +1.1 89 64 0 0 74 112 2.33 +1.30 1.67  4 
   Northeast Division 

FSA-Tallulah 1.7 SSE - - - - - - - - - - 4.37 - M M M 
Oak Grove - - - - - - - - - - 1.69 - 0.76 5/22 4 

Pioneer 0.3 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 3.61 - 1.75 5/23 4 
Tallulah TVR AP 83.4 68.3 75.9 +0.0 86 66 0 0 78 101 3.14 +2.27 1.82 5/22 4 

Winnsboro 5 SSE 84.8 66.8 75.8 -0.2 91 65 M M M M M M M M M 
Division 84.1 67.6 75.8 -0.1 91 65 0 0 78 101 3.20 +2.33 1.82  4 

 T - Temperature (⁰F)     DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 
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Station Summaries by Division: 20 – 26 May 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

   West Central Division 

Stations 
Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

Anacoco 3.0 SW - - - - - - - - - - 3.82 - 2.22 5/20 4 
Campti 0.6 SW - - - - - - - - - - 2.39 - 1.33 5/24 3 

Campti 5.7 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 4.14 - 2.12 5/20 3 
Goldonna 1.5 N - - - - - - - - - - 3.16 - 1.78 5/24 4 

Leesville 84.7 65.6 75.1 -0.3 89 64 0 0 74 100 2.70 +1.56 2.00 5/24 5 
Leesville 7.1 SSW - - - - - - - - - - 2.28 - 1.57 5/24 4 

Natchitoches #2 85.1 67.0 76.1 +0.3 91 64 0 0 80 105 2.45 +1.58 2.15 5/24 3 
Pitkin 6.6 WNW - - - - - - - - - - 1.86 - 1.10 5/24 3 

Pleasant Hill 10.2 SE - - - - - - - - - - 1.83 +0.33 1.04 5/24 4 
Toledo Bend Lake 87.1 68.7 77.9 +2.8 88 66 0 0 92 130 5.07 +4.15 2.19 5/20 6 

Division 85.6 67.1 76.4 +0.9 91 64 0 0 82 111 2.97 +1.86 2.22  4 
   Central Division 

Alexandria 84.3 67.1 75.7 -0.1 90 65 0 0 75 99 2.14 +1.10 0.82 5/24 4 
Alexandria 5 SSE 83.7 67.1 75.4 -0.9 89 64 0 0 73 91 1.94 +0.88 0.96 5/24 3 

Alexandria AEX AP 83.3 68.3 75.8 -0.7 88 66 0 0 77 95 1.80 +0.88 1.00 5/23 6 
Alexandria ESF AP 83.9 66.4 75.1 +0.1 88 65 0 0 71 100 1.76 +0.76 0.87 5/23 5 

Boyce 3 WNW 79.7 65.1 72.4 -1.8 86 62 0 0 54 82 1.48 +0.49 0.71 5/23 5 
Colfax 7.2 NW - - - - - - - - - - 2.13 - 1.36 5/24 5 

FSA-Ferriday 1.0 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 2.39 - M M M 
FSA-Opelousas 1.0 ESE - - - - - - - - - - 3.60 - M M M 

Grand Coteau 2.7 E - - - - - - - - - - 3.20 +2.04 1.29 5/20 4 
Hessmer 2.5 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 4.50 - 2.44 5/22 4 

Jonesville Locks 81.7 69.0 75.4 +0.7 86 68 0 0 74 109 3.54 +2.53 1.57 5/22 4 
Red River Lock #1 - - - - - - - - - - 2.40 +1.63 1.30 5/24 3 

Trout 4.4 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 1.25 - 0.76 5/24 3 
Division 82.8 67.2 75.0 -0.5 90 62 0 0 71 96 2.47 +1.48 2.44  4 

   East Central Division 

Baker - - - - - - - - - - 1.85 +0.58 M M M 
Baton Rouge Metro AP 83.6 69.9 76.7 -0.5 89 67 0 0 84 98 1.47 +0.24 0.76 5/21 4 

Baton Rouge 3.5 E - - - - - - - - - - 3.32 - 1.24 5/20 7 
Baton Rouge 6.2 SSE - - - - - - - - - - 2.00 - 0.82 5/24 7 

Central 2.2 SE - - - - - - - - - - 5.06 +3.69 2.90 5/20 6 
Clinton 0.2 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 4.26 - 1.20 5/23 7 

Denham Springs 6.8 N - - - - - - - - - - 4.19 +2.66 2.58 5/20 5 
FSA-Amite City 0.8 SW - - - - - - - - - - 2.45 - M M M 
 T - Temperature (⁰F)     DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 
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Station Summaries by Division: 20 – 26 May 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

East Central Division (cont.) 

Stations 
Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

Jackson 3.6 NNE - - - - - - - - - - 2.85 - 0.99 5/20 4 
Lacombe 1.4 N - - - - - - - - - - 4.32 +2.99 1.04 5/26 6 

LSU Campus - - - - - - - - - - 1.99 +0.64 0.74 5/24 7 
New Roads 5 NE 82.3 70.3 76.3 -1.5 88 69 0 0 81 90 1.71 +0.52 0.83 5/23 3 
Ponchatoula 4 E - - - - - - - - - - 5.37 +4.03 3.55 5/23 6 

Port Allen - - - - - - - - - - 3.01 +1.71 1.00 5/21 5 
Slidell M M M M M M M M M M 7.30 +5.93 4.07 5/22 6 

Slidell ASD AP 82.9 69.1 76.0 -0.2 88 67 0 0 79 101 3.65 +2.36 1.52 5/25 7 
Slidell 4.4 E - - - - - - - - - - 8.42 +7.22 4.08 5/22 6 

St. Francisville 1 NE 83.7 68.9 76.3 +1.4 90 67 0 0 81 117 3.36 - 1.40 5/20 6 
Wakefield 0.2 E - - - - - - - - - - 2.77 - 1.73 5/20 6 

Division 83.1 69.6 76.3 -0.2 90 67 0 0 81 100 3.65 +2.34 4.08  6 
   Southwest Division 

Branch 0.4 SSW - - - - - - - - - - 5.26 - 2.28 5/24 4 
Church Point 0.7 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 4.40 - 2.08 5/24 5 

Crowley 2 NE - - - - - - - - - - 2.44 +1.21 1.45 5/24 5 
FSA-De Ridder 0.9 E - - - - - - - - - - 2.34 - M M M 

Jennings 82.1 69.7 75.9 -0.6 87 66 0 0 78 96 2.44 +1.21 1.47 5/24 4 
Lake Arthur 7 SW 80.3 70.3 75.3 -2.2 86 69 M M M M M M M M M 
Lake Charles 2 N - - - - - - - - - - 7.98 +6.74 3.20 5/23 6 

Lake Charles Port - - - - - - - - - - 3.71 +2.42 1.70 5/24 5 
Lake Charles LCH AP 82.6 68.6 75.6 -2.6 88 67 0 0 76 83 3.18 +1.90 1.24 5/23 4 
Lake Charles 4.8 SSE - - - - - - - - - - 3.85 - 1.57 5/24 5 
Leland Bowman Lock 82.1 70.9 76.5 +0.6 89 68 0 0 82 106 2.83 +1.88 1.78 5/23 6 

Moss Bluff - - - - - - - - - - 3.43 +2.11 1.62 5/24 4 
Moss Bluff 2 NNW 83.0 67.4 75.2 -1.9 89 64 0 0 73 86 3.98 +2.64 1.98 5/20 5 
Oberlin Fire Tower 83.9 69.0 76.4 +1.2 87 68 0 0 82 114 1.52 +0.39 0.60 5/23 5 

Ragley 5.0 SE - - - - - - - - - - 3.71 +2.43 1.79 5/24 5 
Rayne 1.0 W - - - - - - - - - - 2.86 - 1.42 5/20 4 

Sulphur 2.2 E - - - - - - - - - - 2.68 +1.40 1.26 5/24 5 
Division 82.3 69.3 75.8 -0.9 89 64 0 0 78 96 3.54 +2.31 3.20  5 

T - Temperature (⁰F)      DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 
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Station Summaries by Division: 20 – 26 May 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

South Central Division 

Stations 
Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

Bayou Sorrel Lock - - - - - - - - - - 3.34 +2.05 1.50 5/24 6 
Breaux Bridge 0.7 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 4.10 - 1.81 5/21 7 

Donaldsonville 4 SW 83.1 69.7 76.4 -0.3 91 68 0 0 81 99 2.07 +0.74 1.18 5/24 6 
Jeanerette 5 NW 81.9 69.4 75.6 -0.4 88 67 0 0 75 96 6.31 +5.09 2.68 5/21 6 
Lafayette LFT AP 82.9 69.9 76.4 -1.9 88 68 0 0 82 88 1.88 +0.57 0.79 5/23 3 

Lafayette 2.9 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 2.16 - 1.28 5/24 6 
New Iberia ARA AP 82.6 69.6 76.1 -1.8 88 67 0 0 79 87 3.30 +2.22 1.11 5/20 5 

Plaquemine 2 N - - - - - - - - - - 2.15 +0.82 0.90 5/24 5 
St. Gabriel 2.8 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 2.43 - 0.99 5/21 6 
St. Martinville 0.2 S - - - - - - - - - - 3.56 +2.00 1.94 5/21 5 

Division 82.6 69.7 76.1 -1.1 91 67 0 0 79 92 3.13 +1.83 2.68  6 
   Southeast Division 

Belle Chase 1.6 NNE - - - - - - - - - - 5.79 - 2.84 5/24 6 
Dutchtown #2 - - - - - - - - - - 4.53 +2.85 1.40 5/24 6 

Gonzales - - - - - - - - - - 3.25 +1.89 1.55 5/21 5 
Houma 4.1 NNE - - - - - - - - - - 4.83 - 2.55 5/24 6 

NO-Armstrong AP 82.0 70.6 76.3 -2.5 89 68 0 0 81 84 3.48 +2.16 1.27 5/25 7 
NO-Lakefront AP 82.4 72.0 77.2 -2.2 88 70 0 0 87 86 5.79 +4.60 3.72 5/25 6 
Metairie 2.8 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 5.99 - 1.65 5/26 7 
River Ridge 0.7 N - - - - - - - - - - 4.92 - 1.57 5/23 4 

St. Amant 3.3 N - - - - - - - - - - 2.46 - 1.03 5/24 6 
St. Rose 0.3 W - - - - - - - - - - 3.57 - 0.95 5/24 7 

Thibodaux 4 SE 80.7 70.4 75.6 -2.7 86 69 0 0 75 81 4.65 +3.26 1.81 5/24 6 
Westwego 2.4 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 6.05 - 2.73 5/25 6 

Division 81.7 71.0 76.4 -2.5 89 68 0 0 81 84 4.61 +3.22 3.72  6 
 - Temperature (⁰F)      DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 

Precipitation and temperature data are primarily retrieved through the ACIS QueryBuilder (rcc-acis.org) and the 
cli-MATE platform (MRCC Application Tools Environment), both of which are maintained by the NOAA Regional 
Climate Centers (RCCs). 
 
Drought data are sourced from the U.S. Drought Monitor (unl.edu), the LSU AgCenter, and the Louisiana Dept. of 
Agriculture & Forestry. 
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