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• the 7-day run started out mostly quiet as the Bayou State was under the influence of high pressure; however, 

isolated downpours of 3.00” to 6.00” took place in the Lake Charles area (SW Div) on July 14th (included in 
the 24-hr totals on the 15th), although the Lake Charles Airport (LCH AP) remained completely dry 

• Tropical Storm Bertha formed south of the Florida panhandle on July 20 and precipitation indirectly related 
to it began to fall over southeastern Louisiana on July 20 and increased on July 21 (a Bertha discussion will 
be included in the next 7-day summary, July 22-28) 

• most of the state received less than 0.25” during the period and many stations recorded no rainfall for the 
period (pp. 5-8)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• average temperatures were above 7-day norms across almost all of Louisiana as the state was under the 
influence of high pressure, allowing maximum daytime heating  

• per LOSC analysis, stations cracked the 100°F barrier for the first time this summer:  101°F at Monroe MLU AP 
(NE Div) on July 21 and 100°F on July 20, and 100°F at Natchitoches #2 (WC Div) on July 21 
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Data 

7-Day Accumulated Rainfall & Average Temperatures: 15 - 21 July 2026 

 

Based on Observational 
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U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM): Issued July 23, 2026 
- includes data thru July 21 

• it was a mostly-dry 7-day period as the Bayou State was under the 
influence of surface high pressure most of the time; however, 7-
day rain totals of 3.00” or more were reported in the Lake Charles 
area, with most of that rain falling in just a few hours on the 14th 
(reported on the 15th for morning-reporting sites);  

• while dry for most of the state, moisture reserves from over two 
months of wet conditions were more than enough to meet the 
increased moisture demand 

• vegetation health, soil moisture conditions, and river/creek/bayou 
levels all remained good despite the run of dry and hot days   

• for the first time since late-December 2025, the new Drought 
Monitor depiction showed no changes in Louisiana from the 
previous week  

• of the reports received as of July 21, LSU AgCenter agents noted 
‘Dry’ conditions in 7 parishes, 5 parish were tagged as ‘Wet’ or 
‘Very Wet’, all other parish reports indicated ‘Near Normal’ 
conditions 

• as of July 20, the USDA noted ‘Adequate’ or ‘Surplus’ topsoil and 
subsoil conditions for 75% and 70% of the state, respectively; 
pasture and range conditions were noted as ‘Fair’, ‘Good’, or 
‘Excellent’ for all but 6% of Louisiana 

• as of July 22, no parishes had Burn Bans and parish Fire Danger 
Levels were listed as ‘High’ for 10 parishes across northeastern 
Louisiana and ‘Medium’ or ‘Low’ for all other monitored parishes 
(maps not included)  

 
 

  

 
   

Extreme Heat Warnings:  21 July 2026 
As the calendar rolls into the ‘heart’ of Louisiana’s summertime 
heat and humidity, residents need to take extra precautions to 
avoid heat exhaustion, heat stroke or worse. 

As of this writing, there have been at least 4 heat-related fatalities 
(preliminary data) in Louisiana during 2026.   

NWS Heat Advisories have become almost commonplace across 
Louisiana this summer, as temperatures (and dew points) have 
trended above-normal for much of the past two months. 

Indeed, the degree of discomfort reached levels that prompted the 
NWS/Jackson (MS) and NWS/Shreveport offices to issue Extreme 
Heat Warnings for northeastern and parts of north-central 
Louisiana on July 21st.  By the late afternoon, several ‘official’ and 
‘unofficial’ sites in the warned area were displaying heat index 
values in the 115° to 120° range! 
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Divisional and Statewide Summary: 15 - 21 July 2026 
Divisions Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min 
T-Avg 

(⁰F) 
T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P-DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

Rain 
Days 

Northwest 92.5 74.7 83.5 +0.1 98 68 0 0 132 99 0.36 -0.43 1.24 1 
North Central 93.5 73.8 83.7 +1.5 101 69 0 0 133 111 0.23 -0.67 0.70 1 

Northeast 93.8 73.2 83.5 +0.3 98 70 0 0 132 104 0.12 -0.87 0.39 0 
West Central 93.8 73.7 83.7 +1.0 100 71 0 0 132 106 0.08 -0.85 0.22 1 

Central 93.5 74.2 83.9 +1.7 99 71 0 0 133 111 0.03 -0.94 0.17 1 
East Central 93.8 75.1 84.4 +2.0 98 70 0 0 137 115 0.17 -1.27 1.06 1 

Southwest 92.8 76.2 84.5 +2.3 98 71 0 0 138 114 1.01 -0.31 6.00 1 
South Central 92.6 75.6 84.1 +1.6 97 70 0 0 137 110 0.25 -1.18 0.86 1 

Southeast 93.0 78.6 85.8 +1.8 96 71 0 0 148 111 0.50 -1.01 1.61 1 
STATE 93.3 75.0 84.1 +1.4 101 68 0 0 136 109 0.31 -0.83 6.00 1 

T - Temperature (⁰F)      DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 

While the weather was generally quiet (albeit very hot) across Louisiana for 
most of the 7 days, attention was turning to the northeastern Gulf. 

The National Hurricane Center had been highlighting a broad area extending 
across the Florida Peninsula for days, with the highlighted zone migrating 
westward into the Gulf with time.  The low-pressure area was tagged as 
Invest 91L on the afternoon of July 18 and earned the upgrade to Tropical 
Depression #2 on Sunday afternoon. 

In spite of strong wind shear, T.D. #2 was upgraded to Tropical Storm Bertha 
on the evening of July 20 as it tracked from east-to-west across the 
northeastern Gulf. 

Severe/Stormy Weather: 
The good news through the 7-day period was a lack of active/severe weather anywhere within the Pelican State, 
although that comes as little surprise given the general lack of rainfall across the state during the stretch.  A single 
Severe T-Storm Warning was issued on the evening of July 21 for an unpopulated area of marshland in southwestern 
Terrebonne Parish and adjacent Point Au Fer Island.   
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Station Summaries by Division: 15 – 21 July 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

Northwest Division 

Stations Avg  
T-Max 

Avg  
T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 

DFN 
Highest 

T-Max 
Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

Blanchard 90.7 71.9 81.3 - 95 68 0 - 116 - 0.24 - 0.24 7/16 1 
Bossier City 4.0 S - - - - - - - - - - 0.09 - 0.09 7/16 1 

Converse 7.8 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 
Coushatta 4.3 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 0.93 - 0.93 7/15 1 

Keithville - - - - - - - - - - 0.33 -0.57 0.33 7/16 1 
Logansport - - - - - - - - - - 0.28 -0.39 0.28 7/16 1 

Mooringsport 1 N 91.0 77.0 84.0 +0.2 96 72 0 0 135 102 0.00 -0.72 - - 0 
Plain Dealing - - - - - - - - - - 0.07 -0.69 0.07 7/16 1 

Red River Res Sta 91.9 74.9 83.4 -0.1 96 72 0 0 131 102 0.10 -0.67 0.10 7/16 1 
Shreveport DTN AP 93.6 77.0 85.3 -0.2 98 71 0 0 144 100 1.24 +0.45 1.24 7/15 1 
Shreveport SHV AP 93.6 74.9 84.2 +0.1 98 71 0 0 136 101 0.45 -0.31 0.45 7/15 1 

Shreveport WFO 93.3 74.6 83.7 +0.8 98 70 M M M M 0.44 -0.41 0.44 7/15 1 
SHV Southern Hills 93.4 72.4 82.9 +0.1 97 70 0 0 127 102 0.28 -0.63 0.28 7/16 1 

Stonewall 5.3 NE - - - - - - - - - - 0.56 - 0.56 7/16 1 
Taylortown - - - - - - - - - - 0.42 - 0.42 7/16 1 

Division 92.5 74.7 83.5 +0.1 98 68 0 0 132 99 0.36 -0.43 1.24  1 
   North Central Division 

Arcadia - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 -0.70 - - 0 
Bienville 3 NE 93.0 74.0 83.5 +0.9 98 70 0 0 132 107 0.17 -0.79 0.17 7/15 1 

Calhoun 4.3 SSE - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 -0.94 - - 0 
Carlton 1.7 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.25 - 0.25 7/16 1 

Columbia Lock 91.6 74.1 82.9 +0.0 96 71 0 0 125 100 0.17 -0.92 0.15 7/16 2 
Homer 1 N 92.7 73.4 83.1 +2.1 98 71 0 0 128 114 0.00 -0.90 - - 0 

Jamestown - - - - - - - - - - 0.70 -0.15 0.70 7/16 1 
Monroe MLU AP 96.4 76.0 86.2 +3.2 101 71 0 0 151 120 0.07 -0.81 0.06 7/15 2 

Monroe 26 N 93.9 71.7 82.8 +1.4 97 69 0 0 127 110 M M M M M 
Quitman 2.5 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.82 - 0.49 7/15 2 

Ruston 5.4 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 0.14 - 0.14 7/16 1 
Ruston 5.5 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 -0.90 - - 0 

Sikes 1.0 SW - - - - - - - - - - 0.47 - 0.47 7/16 1 
West Monroe - - - - - - - - - - 0.25 -0.59 0.25 7/15 1 

Division 93.5 73.8 83.7 +1.5 101 69 0 0 133 111 0.23 -0.67 0.70  1 
   Northeast Division 

FSA-Oak Grove 0.2 S - - - - - - - - - - 0.35 - M M M 
FSA-St. Joseph 0.5 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 

FSA-Tallulah 1.7 SSE - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 
Oak Grove 1.9 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.11 - 0.11 7/16 1 

Pioneer 0.3 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 
Tallulah TVR AP 93.6 72.7 83.1 +0.1 97 70 0 0 129 102 0.39 -0.56 0.39 7/21 1 

Winnsboro 5 SSE 94.0 73.6 83.8 +0.5 98 71 0 0 134 105 0.00 -1.03 - - 0 
Division 93.8 73.2 83.5 +0.3 98 70 0 0 132 104 0.12 -0.87 0.39  0 

 T - Temperature (⁰F)     DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 
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Station Summaries by Division: 15 – 21 July 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

   West Central Division 

Stations 
Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

Anacoco 3.0 SW - - - - - - - - - - 0.01 - 0.01 7/15 1 
Goldonna 1.5 N - - - - - - - - - - 0.20 - 0.20 7/16 1 

Leesville 92.9 71.7 82.3 +0.3 98 71 0 0 123 103 0.03 -0.92 0.03 7/15 1 
Leesville 7.1 SSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.08 - 0.08 7/15 1 

Many 9 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.02 -0.89 0.02 7/15 1 
Natchitoches #2 94.7 75.6 85.1 +1.8 100 72 0 0 141 109 0.22 -0.89 0.22 7/15 1 

Pitkin 6.6 WNW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 
Pleasant Hill 10.2 SE - - - - - - - - - - 0.06 -0.70 0.06 7/17 1 

Division 93.8 73.7 83.7 +1.0 100 71 0 0 132 106 0.08 -0.85 0.22  1 
   Central Division 

Alexandria 93.6 74.7 84.1 +1.3 97 73 0 0 135 108 0.00 -1.02 - - 0 
Alexandria 5 SSE 94.1 73.7 83.9 +1.1 99 72 0 0 134 107 0.00 -0.76 - - 0 

Alexandria AEX AP 94.1 74.3 84.2 +1.3 98 73 0 0 136 108 0.00 -1.07 - - 0 
Alexandria ESF AP 94.6 73.4 84.0 +1.8 98 71 0 0 134 112 0.06 -0.80 0.06 7/21 1 

Boyce 3 WNW 90.7 74.7 82.7 +1.9 96 71 0 0 126 114 0.00 -1.09 - - 0 
Colfax 7.2 NW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 

FSA-Opelousas 1.0 ESE - - - - - - - - - - 0.27 - 0.17 7/21 3 
Grand Coteau 2.7 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.02 -1.29 0.01 7/21 2 
Hessmer 2.5 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 

Jonesville Locks 93.9 74.6 84.2 +2.9 96 71 0 0 135 118 0.00 -0.98 - - 0 
Pineville 0.4 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 
Red River Lock #1 - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 -0.85 - - 0 
Red River Lock #2 - - - - - - - - - - 0.03 -0.76 0.03 7/15 1 

Trout 4.4 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 
Division 93.5 74.2 83.9 +1.7 99 71 0 0 133 111 0.03 -0.94 0.17  1 

   East Central Division 

Baker - - - - - - - - - - 0.16 -0.92 0.10 7/21 2 
Baton Rouge Metro AP 94.0 75.6 84.8 +1.8 96 73 0 0 140 111 0.83 -0.27 0.72 7/21 2 

Baton Rouge 0.5 ESE - - - - - - - - - - 0.20 - 0.18 7/15 2 
Baton Rouge 3.5 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.05 - 0.05 7/15 1 

Central 2.2 SE - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 -1.32 - - 0 
Covington 8 WNW M M M M M M M M M M 0.03 -1.47 0.03 7/15 1 

Denham Springs 6.8 N - - - - - - - - - - 0.08 -1.72 0.08 7/15 1 
 T - Temperature (⁰F)     DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 
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Station Summaries by Division: 15 – 21 July 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

East Central Division (cont.) 

Stations 
Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

FSA-Amite City 0.8 SW - - - - - - - - - - 0.01 - 0.01 7/15 1 
FSA-Franklin. 0.6 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 - - - 0 

Jackson 3.6 NNE - - - - - - - - - - 0.02 - 0.01 7/16 2 
Lacombe 1.4 N - - - - - - - - - - 0.20 -1.50 0.17 7/21 2 

Livingston - - - - - - - - - - 0.09 -1.28 0.09 7/15 1 
LSU Campus - - - - - - - - - - 0.00 -1.28 - - 0 

New Roads 5 NE 94.2 76.2 85.2 +1.3 97 73 M M M M 1.06 +0.06 1.06 7/21 1 
Ponchatoula 4 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.05 -1.37 0.05 7/15 1 

Ponchatoula 5.3 W - - - - - - - - - - 0.10 - 0.10 7/15 1 
Port Allen - - - - - - - - - - 0.21 -1.15 0.21 7/15 1 

Slidell 92.6 76.7 84.6 +2.9 97 74 0 0 140 120 0.16 -1.68 0.13 7/21 2 
Slidell ASD AP 94.3 74.1 84.2 +2.1 96 72 0 0 137 114 0.00 -1.65 - - 0 

Slidell 4.4 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.05 -1.53 0.05 7/15 1 
St. Francisville 1 NE 93.9 72.7 83.3 +2.0 98 70 0 0 130 114 0.01 - 0.01 7/15 1 

Talisheek - - - - - - - - - - 0.32 -1.28 0.32 7/21 1 
Wakefield 0.2 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.28 - 0.22 7/15 3 

Division 93.8 75.1 84.4 +2.0 98 70 0 0 137 115 0.17 -1.27 1.06  1 
   Southwest Division 

Abbeville - - - - - - - - - - 0.71 -0.87 0.71 7/15 1 
Branch 0.4 SSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.36 - 0.36 7/15 1 

Crowley 2 NE - - - - - - - - - - 0.36 -0.96 0.36 7/15 1 
FSA-De Ridder 0.9 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.15 - 0.15 7/15 1 

Jennings 90.3 75.9 83.1 +1.0 96 71 0 0 128 108 0.43 -0.76 0.32 7/15 2 
Kaplan - - - - - - - - - - 0.75 -0.67 0.75 7/15 1 

Lake Arthur 7 SW M M M M M M M M M M 0.56 -0.61 0.56 7/15 1 
Lake Charles 2 N - - - - - - - - - - 3.07 +1.64 3.02 7/15 2 

Lake Charles Port - - - - - - - - - - 6.00 +4.44 6.00 7/15 1 
Lake Charles LCH AP 93.7 76.9 85.3 +1.3 98 75 0 0 144 108 0.00 -1.25 - - 0 
Lake Charles 4.8 SSE - - - - - - - - - - 0.70 - 0.69 7/15 2 
Leland Bowman Lock 93.3 78.3 85.8 +4.3 96 75 0 0 147 127 M M M M M 

Moss Bluff 2 NNW 93.9 73.7 83.8 +1.4 97 72 0 0 134 110 0.02 -1.28 0.02 7/17 1 
Oberlin Fire Tower 92.9 76.3 84.6 +3.4 95 74 0 0 139 123 0.22 -1.04 0.22 7/17 1 

Ragley 5.0 SE - - - - - - - - - - 0.35 -0.72 0.35 7/15 1 
Rayne 1.0 W - - - - - - - - - - 0.33 - 0.33 7/15 1 

Sulphur 2.2 E - - - - - - - - - - 2.13 +0.90 1.97 7/15 2 
Division 92.8 76.2 84.5 +2.3 98 71 0 0 138 114 1.01 -0.31 6.00  1 

T - Temperature (⁰F)      DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 
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Station Summaries by Division: 15 – 21 July 2026 
Includes NWS Cooperative and CoCoRaHS Stations 

South Central Division 

Stations 
Avg  

T-Max 
Avg  

T-Min T-Avg T-Avg 
DFN 

Highest 
T-Max 

Lowest 
T-Min HDD HDD 

%Norm CDD CDD 
%Norm 

Total P 
(in.) 

P- DFN 
(in.) 

1-Day  
P-Max 

P-Max 
Date 

Rain 
Days 

Baldwin 1.8 N - - - - - - - - - - 0.05 - 0.05 7/15 1 
Bayou Sorrel Lock - - - - - - - - - - 0.86 -0.43 0.86 7/15 1 

Breaux Bridge 0.7 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 0.08 - 0.07 7/15 2 
Carville 2 SW 92.6 77.4 85.0 +2.4 95 74 0 0 142 115 0.45 -0.96 0.45 7/21 1 

Donaldsonville 4 SW 92.3 74.3 83.3 +1.2 95 72 M M M M 0.56 -0.87 0.56 7/15 1 
Jeanerette 5 NW 90.6 73.9 82.2 +0.7 94 70 0 0 122 105 0.34 -1.45 0.28 7/15 2 
Lafayette LFT AP 93.9 77.3 85.6 +2.2 96 73 0 0 146 113 0.00 -1.42 - - 0 

New Iberia ARA AP 93.4 75.3 84.4 +1.4 97 72 0 0 138 110 0.05 -1.40 0.05 7/20 1 
Plaquemine 2 N - - - - - - - - - - 0.05 -1.16 0.05 7/15 1 

St. Gabriel 2.8 NNW - - - - - - - - - - 0.05 - 0.04 7/21 2 
Division 92.6 75.6 84.1 +1.6 97 70 0 0 137 110 0.25 -1.18 0.86  1 

   Southeast Division 
Belle Chasse 1.6 NNE - - - - - - - - - - 0.53 - 0.52 7/15 2 

Cut Off 0.8 WNW - - - - - - - - - - 1.61 - 1.61 7/15 1 
Dulac 3 N - - - - - - - - - - 1.01 -0.66 1.00 7/15 2 

Dutchtown #2 - - - - - - - - - - 0.18 -1.03 0.18 7/15 1 
Gonzales - - - - - - - - - - 0.36 -0.98 0.36 7/15 1 

Houma 4.1 NNE - - - - - - - - - - 1.44 - 1.17 7/15 3 
NO-Armstrong AP 93.7 78.1 85.9 +1.9 96 76 0 0 148 111 0.00 -1.51 - - 0 
NO-Lakefront AP 92.4 81.7 87.1 +2.6 96 79 0 0 157 115 0.00 -1.45 - - 0 

New Orleans 2.8 E - - - - - - - - - - 0.13 - 0.13 7/15 1 
Metairie 2.8 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 0.17 - 0.17 7/15 1 

Raceland 2.1 WSW - - - - - - - - - - 0.81 - 0.75 7/15 3 
St. Amant 3.3 N - - - - - - - - - - 0.04 - 0.04 7/15 1 

St. Rose 0.3 W - - - - - - - - - - 0.30 - 0.30 7/15 1 
Thibodaux 4 SE 93.0 76.0 84.5 +0.8 96 71 0 0 138 105 0.14 -1.73 0.13 7/15 2 

Westwego 2.4 ENE - - - - - - - - - - 0.72 - 0.72 7/15 1 
Division 93.0 78.6 85.8 +1.8 96 71 0 0 148 111 0.50 -1.01 1.61  1 

 - Temperature (⁰F)      DFN - Departure from Normal      P - Precipitation (in.)      "-" indicates data not available      "M" - missing observation(s) 

Precipitation and temperature data are primarily retrieved through the ACIS QueryBuilder (rcc-acis.org) and the 
cli-MATE platform (MRCC Application Tools Environment), both of which are maintained by the NOAA Regional 
Climate Centers (RCCs). 
 
Drought data are sourced from the U.S. Drought Monitor (unl.edu), the LSU AgCenter, and the Louisiana Dept. of 
Agriculture & Forestry. 
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