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FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

All of the LSU Early Childhood Education Institute’s (ECEI) initiatives this year have been 
rooted in our strategic plan and mission to advance early childhood education through 
research, dissemination of best practices, and advocacy—with a particular emphasis on 
the birth-to-three population. Our work is aligned with LSU’s vision for national prominence 
and is centered on research excellence, workforce development, meaningful community 
engagement, and public policy impact. 

RESEARCH 
Our 44 member team of ECEI 
researchers continued to 
generate impactful, peer-reviewed 
scholarship focused on the birth-
to-three population. This year, ECEI 
members published 83 academic 
studies, which included 13 
graduate students, and presented 
at 156 national and international 
conferences, covering diverse 
topics such as attention regulation, 
obesity, and social-emotional 
development. These eforts are 
part of our broader aim to inform 
practice and policy through 
interdisciplinary and translational 
research. 

To support scholarly excellence, 
we launched the ECEI Research 
Impact Award to recognize high-
impact publications and create 
a bridge to prestigious national 
awards. Our grant activity also 
refects our growing research 

capacity: in 2024, ECEI members 
submitted 27 external grant 
proposals totaling $3.2 million, 
were awarded 6 grants totaling 
$855,700, and have 12 grants 
pending totaling over $1.7 million. 
These milestones align with our 
strategic goal to strengthen LSU’s 
national research standing and 
increase federal research funding. 

PRACTICE DISEMINATION 
ECEI’s commitment to making 
research actionable was 
demonstrated through an 
increase in practitioner-focused 
engagement. This year, ECEI 
researchers and team members 
delivered presentations at 
31 regional, state, and local 
conferences, ensuring that high-
quality, evidence-based practices 
reach early childhood educators, 
community leaders, and service 
providers across Louisiana. 
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We also launched the ECE 
Research-to-Practice Pipeline, 
an initiative that pairs graduate 
students with faculty mentors to 
translate research into practical 
tools and strategies. Students in 
the program create social media 
content, conference presentations, 
and practitioner articles to extend 
the reach of their research. A key 
outcome of this initiative is Spark!, 
a digital practice journal scheduled 
to launch in Summer 2025 that will 
feature accessible, practitioner-
centered content authored by 
members of the ECEI community. 

TEACHER PREPARATION
 In alignment with our strategic 
focus on workforce development, 
the ECEI continued to expand 
opportunities for individuals 
entering and advancing in the early 
childhood feld. With funding from 
the Louisiana Board of Regents, we 
launched a dual-enrollment Early 

Childhood Ancillary Certifcate (ECAC) 
pilot in Iberville and Washington 
Parishes, achieving a 92% completion 
rate among participating high school 
students. The post-secondary ECAC 
program maintained a 71% completion 
rate, and we remain committed to 
supporting ECAC completers and 
re-engaging former participants who 
have not yet fnished. 

ECEI also spearheaded a Workforce 
Application for a Registered 
Apprenticeship for Birth-to-Age 4, 
unlocking new scholarship funding 
opportunities for those entering the 
feld. In addition, we submitted a 
request to add the Industry-Based 
Certifcate (IBC) for Humanities: 
Day Care Worker to the State-focus 
list, a step that would allow more 
high schools to ofer ECAC-aligned 
coursework and build stackable 
credentials from high school through 
graduate study. 

ADVOCACY 
ECEI’s advocacy eforts are deeply 
connected to our statewide 
partnerships and national afliations. 
Through our leadership role in 
the Louisiana Association for the 
Education of Young Children (LA-
AEYC), we helped coordinate 
professional development events 
across fve regions and played a 
central role in planning the 2024 
NAEYC Professional Learning 
Institute in New Orleans, including 
hosting a Louisiana Night to 
showcase local practitioners and 
programs. 

We sustained active collaborations 
with policy and advocacy 
organizations such as the Louisiana 
Board of Regents, Louisiana 
Department of Education, Louisiana 
Policy Institute for Children, and the 
Child Care Association of Louisiana, 
among others. These partnerships 
are critical to our goals of aligning 
policy with evidence, promoting 
investment in early care and 
education, and amplifying the voice 
of the early childhood workforce 
across Louisiana. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Guided by the ECEI Strategic Plan 
(2025–2030), we are focused on 
building internal infrastructure 
to support national prominence. 
This includes expanding faculty 
recognition programs, growing 
graduate student involvement, 
increasing interdisciplinary 
collaborations, and enhancing our 
presence in national leadership 
and editorial roles. Through these 
eforts, the ECEI will continue to 
elevate research, improve workforce 
capacity, and advocate for the 
youngest citizens of Louisiana and 
beyond. 

Cynthia F. DiCarlo 
Executive Director 
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WHO WE ARE 

LUTRILL & PEARL PAYNE SCHOOL OF EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION EDUCATION LABORATORY PRESCHOOL 

LSU ofers undergraduate and graduate programs in Early The LSU Early Childhood Education Laboratory Preschool 
Childhood Education (ECE) as well as Teacher Alternative is a research and model demonstration program that provides our 
Certifcation in B-K and PK-3. The ECE programs at LSU are students with relevant, hands-on experiences early in their academic 
recognized by NAEYC and are designed with the organization’s program while modeling high-quality service to young children. The 
professional preparation standards in mind. By the time you fnish premise we instill in every future teacher boils down to this: we work 
your LSU ECE degree, you will have accrued experience across daily to foster a lifelong love for learning in young children. 
birth through 3rd grade, including working with children with 
exceptionalities. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION INSTITUTE 
In collaboration with both the LSU Early Childhood Education academic programs and the LSU Early Childhood Education 
Laboratory Preschool, the LSU Early Childhood Education Institute promotes recommended practices through discovery, 
curricula, programs, and strategic partnerships to provide an evidence-based focus on developing recommended practices in 
early childhood care and education for Louisiana and the nation. The ECEI links LSU’s expertise in early childhood education 
with the critical need for a highly educated early childhood workforce of researchers and advocates to advance the profession 
of early care and education. 

LOUISIANA ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD 
YOUNG CHILDREN ANCILLARY CERTIFICATE 

The Early Childhood Ancillary CertifcateThe Louisiana Association for the Education of Young Children is a professional 
is a professional credential issued bymembership organization under the auspices of the National Association for 
the Louisiana Department of Education the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). Both the national organization and 
for teachers currently working in earlythe state afliate work to promote high-quality early learning for all young 
learning centers. We are happy to children, from birth through age 8, by connecting early childhood practice, 
provide this certifcation program forpolicy, and research. We advance a diverse, dynamic early childhood profession 
no cost through the ECAC Scholarship and support all who care for, educate, and work on behalf of young children. 
Program. All new lead teachers workingTogether, we work to achieve a collective vision: that all young children thrive 
in Type III licensed child care centers and learn in a society dedicated to ensuring they reach their full potential. 
are required to have the Early Childhood 
Ancillary Certifcate (ECAC) as a 
minimum credential. 
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WHAT WE DO 
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TEACHER 
PREPARATION 

To prepare teacher candidates 
for the Early Childhood 
Ancillary Certifcate (ECAC), 
initial certifcation and 
Alternative Certifcation 
Birth-to-K and PK-3 Teacher 
Certifcation, and graduate 
education. This includes our 
newly-created high school 
Dual Enrollment ECAC and 
the creation of a pipeline from 
the high school ECAC through 
graduate school. 

RESEARCH 

To provide an evidence-
based focus on developing 
recommended practices in 
early childhood care and 
education for Louisiana and 
the nation by promoting 
discovery, curricula, programs, 
and strategic partnerships, 
including funding support. 

DISSEMINATION OF 
RECOMMENDED 

PRACTICES 
To enable the early childhood 
workforce to implement 
recommended practices 
for caring and educating 
young children. This includes 
the implementation of 
our Research-to-Practice 
pipelines series which works 
with graduate students on 
translating ECEI researcher 
projects into practice 
presentations and practitioner 
articles. 

ADVOCACY 

To speak up on behalf of 
young children, their families, 
and those working in early 
care and education for 
efective social policies that 
support the early years. 
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BY THE NUMBERS 

ECELP 

25

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

SPECIALIST 
COUNCIL OF PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

# OF LSU COURSES BEING 
TAUGHT AT ECELP 

1 2
AGENCY PARTNER 

Centers 
in Louisiana 

NAEYC 

ACC R E D I T E D 

75
# of student 
observers 

ECAC 
Dual Enrollment High 

School Early Childhood 
Ancillary Certifcate 2

PARISHES OFFER 

IBERVILLE PARISH & 
WASHINGTON PARISH 

EXCELLENT 
CLASS®AVERAGE SCORE 

6.44

CLASS® RELIABLE OBSERVERS 
55AGENCY 

PARTNERSHIPS 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 
INVOLVING ECELP 
TEACHERS AND 
CHILDREN 3

EBR PARISH LIBRARY 
BOOK MOBILE 

AGENCY PARTNER ECAC COHORT 4 (2024-2025) 

EBR, TANGIPAHOA, LAFAYETTE, SABINE,
JEFFERSON, ORLEANS, AND RICHLAND PARISH

 SIX STUDENTS LEFT ECE 22
14
7

STUDENTS 

COMPLETED AND EARNED 
CDA CREDENTIAL 
THE STUDENTS LIVE ACROSS 
PARISHES 

ECAC COHORT 5 COMPLETION 
SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 20, 2025 

EBR, JEFFERSON, IBERVILLE, 
OUACHITA, AND ORLEANS PARISH

 SEVEN STUDENTS LEFT ECE 19
12
5

STUDENTS INTERVAL 1 

STUDENTS 
INTERVAL 1 & 2 

THE STUDENTS LIVE 
ACROSS PARISHES 

AGENCY PARTNER 

Olinde Career 
Center 

STUDENT INTERNS 

AGENCY PARTNER 
SEEDS TO SUCCESS LSU 
AG CENTER 

6PATHWAYS 
TRAINERS 

AGENCY PARTNER 
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ECEI YEAR IN REVIEWECEI YEAR IN REVIEW 

Empowering Motor Skills 
Through Collaborative 
Research: Dr. Nick Fears’ 
Partnership with Pennington 
Biomedical 

In a dynamic collaboration 
between ECEI members, Dr. 
Nicholas Fears, LSU and Dr. 
Amanda Staiano, Pennington 
Biomedical Research Center, 
are conducting groundbreaking 
research focused on motor skill 
development in children with 
autism. Working closely with a team 
of interdisciplinary scholars, the 
project examines how movement 
challenges are connected to 
broader developmental domains 
such as communication and social 
interaction. 

This partnership not only bridges 
institutions but also supports the 
development of future scholars— 
graduate students are actively 
engaged in the research process, 
gaining hands-on experience in data 
collection, analysis, and application. 
This work exemplifes ECEI’s 
mission to improve outcomes for 
young children through research-
to-practice integration, leveraging 
science to inform early intervention 
strategies that support the holistic 
development of Louisiana’s 
youngest learners. 

Amplifying Literacy Through the Arts: Dr. Sulentic 
Dowell’s Residency Furthers ECEI’s Vision 

Dr. Margaret Mary Sulentic Dowell’s participation in the 
Roundhouse Foundation Residency exemplifes the LSU Early 
Childhood Education Institute’s mission to advance equitable, 
evidence-based, and interdisciplinary approaches to early 
childhood education. Her project—centered on storytelling, 
literacy, and the arts—refects ECEI’s vision of fostering creative, 
research-informed practices that support the learning and 
development of Louisiana’s youngest children. By developing 
innovative resources for early childhood educators through 
this residency, Dr. Sulentic Dowell strengthens the Institute’s 
commitment to educator preparation and to research-to-
practice pathways that elevate equity and excellence across 
diverse communities. 

In addition, the LSU Writing Project held a New Orleans Writing 
Retreat in late May, 2025. Several faculty who serve on the ECEI 
Advisory Board attended. During the four days, faculty focused 
on manuscripts focused on issues pertaining to early childhood. 

Brunson Honored with Prestigious 
ILA Maryann Manning Special Service Award 

Dr. Michelle Fazio-Brunson, professor of education at 
Northwestern State University and long-time advocate for early 
childhood literacy, has been named the 2025 recipient of the 
International Literacy Association’s Maryann Manning Special 
Service Award. This prestigious honor recognizes individuals 
who have demonstrated a lifelong commitment to literacy 
through distinguished service, advocacy, and educational 
leadership. Dr. Fazio-Brunson’s work spans decades of impact 
across Louisiana and beyond, supporting literacy development in 
diverse early learning communities, mentoring future educators, 
and contributing meaningfully to the mission of the International 
Literacy Association. 
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Expanding Access to Child 
Development Knowledge: 
Dr. Julie Schneider’s Open-
Access Initiative 
Dr. Julie Schneider is advancing 
the mission of the LSU ECEI by 
expanding equitable access to 
high-quality educator preparation. 
In alignment with ECEI’s 
commitment to bridging research 
and practice, Dr. Schneider is 
developing Arraya Learning—a 
free, open-access digital platform 
ofering courses and talks on core 
concepts of child development. 
Designed to support both pre-
service and in-service educators, 
the content aligns with Teacher 
Performance Expectations (TPEs) 
and aims to strengthen early 
childhood practice across diverse 
settings. A PK-3 focused series 
is currently in development and 
expected to launch within the next 
six months, refecting ECEI’s vision 
of empowering the early childhood 
workforce through innovative, 
accessible professional learning. 

Advancing Leadership and Equity in Early Childhood: 
Dr. Elizabeth Beavers’ National Impact 
Dr. Elizabeth Beavers exemplifes the LSU Early Childhood 
Education Institute’s (ECEI) mission to advance high-quality early 
care and education through research-to-practice initiatives. In 
partnership with colleagues from Illinois and New York, Dr. Beavers 
co-led a national three-part webinar series for the Division for Early 
Childhood (DEC), focusing on leadership in Early Intervention and 
Early Childhood Special Education (EI/ECSE). This work promotes 
capacity building and leadership among current and future early 
childhood professionals. 
In addition, Dr. Beavers played a key role in securing a Moody 
Foundation grant to strengthen educator preparation programs, 
particularly for frst-generation college students. As highlighted in 
the Moody Foundation press release, the initiative supports aspiring 
educators equipped to meet the diverse needs of young children 
across communities. Her eforts refect the ECEI’s vision of preparing 
a diverse, expert early childhood workforce grounded in equity and 
inclusion. 

Responsive Professional Development Empowers Early 
Childhood Educators in New Orleans 
The LSU ECEI led a dynamic professional development session 
for 130 early childhood educators from the Archdiocese of 
Greater New Orleans. Facilitated by Dr. Cynthia DiCarlo, ECEI 
Trainer Corinthian Henley, Assistant Director Laura Sweet*, and 
ECEI Graduate Fellows  Katherine Dyson and Melissa Johnson, 
the training addressed topics identifed by participants through 
a pre-session questionnaire. Using the Station Rotation Model, 
educators engaged in four targeted sessions focused on student 
engagement, positive guidance, building a positive classroom, and 
maximizing learning time. Grounded in research-based strategies, 
the training refected ECEI’s commitment to responsive, high-quality 
professional development and the dissemination of innovative 
practices that support young children from birth to age four. 
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ECEI Members Selected for 
Harvard Early Education Policy 
Institute 
Members of the LSU ECEI attended the 
Zaentz Initiative’s Action Planning for 
Efective Early Education Systems and 
Policy institute at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, as members of 
the Pointe Coupee Children’s Coalition 
team. Representing Louisiana, the 
team included Pheriche Perkins, Dr. 
Michelle DeMeulenaere, Candace 
Webber and Dr. Cynthia DiCarlo. Their 
participation will support collaborative 
eforts to address the state’s critical 
shortage of high-quality care for infants 
and toddlers, with a focus on developing 
policy strategies to improve access for 
underserved communities. 

DiCarlo Receives National 
Recognition for Early Childhood 
Research 

Dr. Cynthia DiCarlo, Executive Director 
of the LSU ECEI, has been named the 
2024 Established Career Awardee by the 
National Association of Early Childhood 
Teacher Educators (NAECTE) Foundation. 
She received this honor for her research 
project, Child Sustained Attention in One-
Year-Olds, which builds on a multi-year 
study examining how diferent teaching 
conditions infuence engagement in 
young children. The project aligns with 
ECEI’s mission to advance research-
based practices for children from birth to 
age three. 

Manic Monday Highlights Power of Early Education 
Through Business-Community Partnership 
On The National Day Without Child Care, theLSU’s ECEI 
hosted their alternative event: Manic Monday.  The LSU 
Early Childhood Education Laboratory Preschool, welcomed 
Baton Rouge business leaders for a hands-on experience in 
early childhood classrooms. Designed to spotlight the critical 
importance of early learning, the event immersed participants in 
the daily work of early childhood educators through interactive 
lessons and play-based activities. A key community partner in 
this initiative was the Baton Rouge Area Foundation (BRAF), 
whose support helped connect local leaders with the realities 
of early education. Through events like Manic Monday, the ECEI 
continues to raise awareness about the need for investment 
in high-quality early care and education as a cornerstone of 
community and economic development. 

Capturing the Voices of Early Childhood Educators: 
Dr. Jennifer Baumgartner’s Contributions to the 
Louisiana Oral History Project 
Dr. Jennifer Baumgartner is advancing the ECEI’s mission to 
elevate the early childhood workforce through her leadership 
on the Louisiana Early Childhood Teacher Oral History Project, 
which documents the lived experiences of early educators 
across the state. Through recorded interviews and narrative 
storytelling, the project captures the complexity, resilience, 
and dedication of those working with young children, while 
highlighting both historical and contemporary issues shaping 
early care and education in Louisiana. Dr. Baumgartner’s related 
scholarship examines identity, power, and agency in early 
childhood settings, connecting research with the authentic 
experiences of educators. Her work not only preserves voices 
often excluded from academic literature but also informs policy 
and practice—supporting ECEI’s vision of advancing the early 
childhood feld through research-to-practice impact. To learn 
more, visit: Louisiana Early Childhood Teacher Oral History 
Project 
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PRESENTATIONSPRESENTATIONS 

Presenting research and 
research-based practices 
focused on children from 

birth to age three directly 
advances the mission and 
vision of the LSU ECEI, which is 
dedicated to improving outcomes 
for young children through high-
quality early care and education, 
professional development, and 
applied research. By disseminating 
innovative fndings and efective 
practices at local, state, national, 
and international conferences, 
ECEI faculty and afliates 
contribute to the feld’s knowledge 
base, foster collaboration among 
professionals, and elevate 
the visibility of the Institute’s 
leadership in early childhood 
education. These presentations 
support the Institute’s commitment 
to translating research into 
practice and building a highly 
skilled early childhood workforce. 

NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 
PRESENTATIONS 
ECEI members presented at 
156 national and international 
conferences in the past year, 
advancing the mission of sharing 
innovative research in early 
childhood education. Presentation 
topics included teacher 
candidate preparation, leadership 
development, and collaborative 
approaches in teacher education. 
Faculty also explored the use 

of oral history as a transformative 
learning tool in educator 
preparation. Other presentations 
addressed early childhood special 
education standards and practices, 
including equitable implementation 
and application of DEC 
Recommended Practices. Research 
on physical activity interventions 
and motor skill development was 
also highlighted, alongside studies 
on child language development 
in diverse contexts. Well-being 
and self-care for early childhood 
professionals emerged as a key 
area of focus, as did the infuence of 
environmental and policy factors on 
children’s health outcomes, such as 
obesity and food insecurity. Findings 
were shared at major conferences 
including the National Association of 
Early Childhood Teacher Educators, 
Division for Early Childhood, Society 
of Behavioral Medicine, International 
Society of Behavioral Nutrition 
and Physical Activity, American 
Educational Research Association 
(AERA), National Association for 
the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC), Oral History Association, 
International Conference on Infant 
Studies, International Society 
for Autism Research (INSAR), 
Cognitive Science Society, Council 
for Exceptional Children (CEC), 
International Motor Development 
Research Consortium, and the FLUX 
Congress. 

REGIONAL, STATE, AND 
LOCAL PRESENTATIONS 
ECEI members presented at 
over 31 regional, state, and local 
conferences in the past year, 
sharing research-based practices to 
support young children from birth 
to age three. Presentation topics 
included early literacy strategies, 
child behavior and development, 
and community engagement to 
support educators and families. 
Faculty also addressed caregiver-
child interactions, particularly in 
language development during play, 
and examined the role of physical 
activity and play environments 
in child well-being. Additional 
presentations focused on practices 
for supporting smooth kindergarten 
transitions and strategies to 
strengthen the early childhood 
workforce. These topics were 
presented at conferences including 
the Southern Early Childhood 
Association, the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans Early Childhood 
Conference, Northwestern 
State University Research Day, 
the Louisiana Early Childhood 
Association, LSU Discovery Day, 
the Indiana Early Intervention 
Conference, the Indiana Transition 
to Kindergarten Summit, and 
Syracuse University Neuroscience 
Research Day. 
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STATE FACT SHEETS 
Investing in high–quality early childhood education and educators, working in all settings, produces positive outcomes for children, families, and the economic 

LOUISIANA Goal: Advancing the Early Childhood Education Profession 

future of our country. What Supports Are Provided for the ECE Workforce? 

1,57520 8NAEYC Afliate 
Number of institutions of higher education Number of licensed child care centers and family child care homes (3) 

with ECE programs (1) Number of IHEs with NAEYC accredited and/or 
recognized programs (2) 

GOAL: Access to High–Quality Early Learning 

554,807 
Number of children birth through 
8 (1) 

29% 
Percentage of children birth through 5 who live in 
families with incomes below the federal poverty 
line (2) 

How Much Are Families Paying Annually for Child Care? 
Infant (4) 4 Year Old (5) 

$7,724 $6,906 

Where Are Children Receiving Their Early Learning Experiences? 

17,400 6.83% 
Number of children receiving child care assistance Percentage of eligible children receiving child care assistance 
per month, on average (6) per month, on average** (7) 

21,006 18,911
Number of children in Head Start and Early Head Start Number of children in state funded PreK programs*(10) 

(9)programs 

26 2,584
Number of NAEYC accredited early learning programs Number of children served in NAEYC 
(12) accredited early learning programs (13) 

*State data may vary. 
**This number includes children under 13 and those with disabilities ages 13-18. Percentages may vary based on state data for children under five, and infants and toddlers. 

America for Early Ed is powered by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) naeyc.org | americaforearlyed.org 
@naeyc @supportearlyed #ECEWins 
© 2020 by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. Citations available upon request. 
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Does the state provide scholarships to support early childhood educators in earning credentials and degrees? (4) 

69% 
Percentage of children with all 
available parents in the workforce (3) 

How Much Are Early Childhood Educators Compensated? 

Est. Annual Salary 

$18,616 $8.95 

$15,080 
Federal 

Minimum 
Wage 

Poverty Line* 

$18,616 $57,158 

Child Care Workers 
Hourly Rate 

Child Care 
Worker Salary (6) 

Elementary School 
Teacher Salary (7) 

53% 
Percentage of the child care 
workforce receives public 
benefits (8) 

High-quality early childhood education depends 
on high-quality early childhood educators who 
ensure that children, supported by families, 
have the early experiences they need for a 

3% strong foundation. 

Percentage of children receiving child care 
assistance who are being served in family 
child care settings (8) 

What Kind of Federal Investment Supports Access to Child Care and Early Learning? 

Head Start (9) CCDBG (10) TANF for Child Care (11)42% 
Percentage of people living in a child care 
desert (11) $188M $135M $11M 

Preschool Development Grants (12) 

Programs including IDEA, CACFP, CHIP, SNAP, and Medicaid, as well as tax credits such as the Child Care and 
Dependent Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit, also provide critical investments to support the well–being of young$11M children and their families. 

*2020 Federal Poverty Guideline for a family of four in the 48 continguous states and the District of Columbia is $26,200 per year. The poverty guidelines are updated periodically in the Federal Register by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services under the authority of 42 U.S.C. 9902(2). 

America for Early Ed is powered by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) naeyc.org | americaforearlyed.org 
@naeyc @supportearlyed #ECEWins 
© 2020 by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. Citations available upon request. 
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THE 
IMPACT 
OF ONE 

GIFT 

Thegenerous gift of Diane 
and Henry Goyette will 

allow the early childhood education 
institute to focus on research and 
dissemination of early care and 
education recommended practices. 
As an educator, Diane understands 
the impact of the early years. 
particularly how a focus on social 
and emotional development can 
have a lasting impact on the life of 
a young child. 

Diane’s focus on social-emotional 
stress and resilience can impact 
early care and education teachers 

and young children in developing resilience. With so much external 
pressure on academics, Diane’s focus on social and emotional skills can 
impact the feld in a major way. We jointly presented her work at the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children Professional 
Development Institute. We shared our pilot research on teachers using 
her 4 C’s model. Our research demonstrates that this model captures 
something diferent and will contribute to the feld. 

Additionally, this gift paves the way for the ECEI to promote Birth-to-
Three research and dissemination, and advocate for the feld. It enables 
us to provide enriched educational experiences to our doctoral students 
and assist our teachers at our research and model demonstration site, 
the Early Childhood Education Laboratory Preschool (ECELP), in realizing 
their educational goals. The following illustrates how this gift is making 
an impact: 

TRANSLATING RESEARCH INTO PRACTICE 
The LSU Early Childhood Education Institute (ECEI) is committed to 
expanding the reach and impact of early childhood research through a 
suite of innovative dissemination initiatives. From supporting graduate 
students in translating research into practical tools, to amplifying 
practitioner voices through the LAAEYC blog, to publishing peer-
reviewed content in the SPARK! journal, these eforts collectively 
strengthen the bridge between scholarship and everyday practice in 
early childhood education. 

THE RESEARCH-TO-
PRACTICE (R+P) PIPELINE 
SERIES 
is yearlong initiative designed 
to support graduate students in 
translating their research into 
accessible, practitioner-focused 
content. Through monthly 
meetings, students engage 
in activities such as creating 
social media posts, podcasts, 
blogs, webinars, and conference 
presentations based on peer-
reviewed research. The program 
also provides training in digital 
tools like Canva and Powtoon and 
ofers structured opportunities 
for submission to practitioner 
conferences and journals. 
Emphasizing peer accountability 
and iterative feedback, the R+P 
Pipeline builds students’ skills in 
dissemination while strengthening 
the bridge between research 
and early childhood education 
practice. 

THE LOUISIANA 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
EDUCATION OF YOUNG 
CHILDREN (LAAEYC) BLOG
(http://www.laaeyc.org/blog) 
serves as a statewide platform 
to elevate the voices of early 
childhood professionals, 
educators, and advocates by 
sharing evidence-based practices, 
personal experiences, and 
innovative ideas in early care and 
education. Under the leadership of 
Editor Dr. Michelle Fazio-Brunson, 
the blog invites contributions from 

practitioners and higher education 
faculty, including graduate 
students seeking opportunities 
to disseminate their work and 
build their professional portfolios. 
Each post is reviewed using a 
research-informed rubric to ensure 
alignment with NAEYC’s mission 
and values, fostering a professional 
dialogue that supports continuous 
learning and practice improvement 
across Louisiana’s early childhood 
community. 

The LSU Early Childhood Education }I assure that ECEI provided me with the 
needed tools to succeed as a scholarInstitute (ECEI) proudly launched 

SPARK! Innovations in Early 
Childhood Education, an open-
access, peer-reviewed journal 
designed to bridge research 
and practice within the feld. As 
a Research-to-Practice journal, 
SPARK! features evidence-based 

GRADUATE FELLOWS 
As part of our commitment to cultivating 
future leaders in early childhood 
education, the LSU Early Childhood 
Education Institute supports a dynamic 
community of Graduate Fellows. These 
students engage in research, advocacy, 
and dissemination initiatives that shape 
their professional trajectories and 
contribute to the feld. Here’s what 
some of our fellows shared about their 
experiences: 

and practitioner in early childhood 
education. 

I need so much more improvements, 
but the way I have been supported 
through the process has helped me 
grow more confdent in presenting my 

articles, educator refections, 
and recommended strategies 
aligned with CDA competencies— 
ofering accessible, classroom-

}
work.

LAAEYC—networked together at the 
NAEYC conference—allowed me to see 
how local eforts connect to national 

ready insights grounded in 
foundational theories and current 
research(https://repository.lsu. 
edu/ecei/). Published through the 
LSU Digital Commons, the journal 

}
connect on the ground.

[My time as an ECEI Graduate Fellow 
has] allowed me to continue my 

me see how policy and practice 

supports the institute’s mission 
to advance high-quality early 
childhood education by equipping 
practitioners with empirically 

}
conversations. 

I have presented diferent works at 
several outreach events, which helped 

informed tools and fostering 
statewide professional learning. 

goals for research and build the 
skills necessary to advocate for best 
practices in early childhood education. 
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DIANE GOYETTE 
& JUDY GIBBS: 

A LEGACY OF GIVING AND 
A PARTNERSHIP INSPIRED 
BY ELEVATING EDUCATORS 

Diane Goyette and Judy 
Gibbs, whose shared 
commitment to early 

childhood education led 
to a transformative joint 

investment in LSU’s ECELP. 

Diane Goyette’s longstanding 
passion for early childhood 
education frst connected her to 
LSU when she made an initial gift 
to support the newly launched 
Early Childhood Education Institute 
(ECEI). That contribution refected 
her lifelong commitment to 
elevating the feld and supporting 
those who work with young 
children. “My lifelong goal has 
always been to work with young 
children and, later, with adults who 
work with young children,” Goyette 
said. “I never dreamed I’d be able 
to make a fnancial contribution to 
the feld, but eventually I realized 
I could make a lasting impact that 
would outlive me.” 

It was this same passion that 
later sparked her relationship 
with fellow alumna Judy Gibbs. 
When the two met—each driven 
by a desire to strengthen early 
childhood education—they quickly 
discovered a shared vision. 
Within minutes, their conversation 
evolved into a partnership where 
Goyette and Gibbs agreed to 
supporting the next critical step: 
investing in the Early Childhood 
Education Laboratory Preschool 
(ECELP), a nationally accredited 
model for high-quality early 
learning and teacher preparation 
on LSU’s campus. 

Together, their collaboration 
resulted in a joint $1 million 
endowment for ECELP. Their 
investment strengthens support 
for the educators who guide young 

children during their most formative years 
and enhances LSU’s ability to prepare the 
state’s early childhood workforce. Goyette 
and Gibb’s commitment continues to shape 
Louisiana’s early childhood system and 
demonstrates the lasting power of investing 
in early childhood education and educators. 
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}
The ECEI strives to serve as a support ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS 
to faculty who engage in birth-to- Early childhood educators from across the Archdiocese
three research and initiatives, while of New Orleans gathered for a dynamic, hands-on
also identifying meaningful learning workshop led by the LSU Early Childhood Education
opportunities for graduate students to Institute. With a focus on classroom management, 

COMMUNITYPARTNERSHIPSCOMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

ensure that they have the skills they 
need to tackle the challenges of the 
early childhood feld. Below are some 
of the faculty and students who have 
engaged in collaborative work. 

PHERICHE PERKINSMICHELLE 

}
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,DEMEULANEARE, PHD POINTE COUPÉE COALITIONASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING AND PCECC and ECEI have 

}
LA BOARD OF REGENTS 

the Louisiana Board of 

enabled doctoral-level 

STUDENT SUCCESS, collaborated on teacher 
coaching, training, and 
CLASS supports. We 

student engagement, and making every moment a 
teachable one, the training equipped teachers of 
infants through Pre-K4 with practical strategies rooted 
in compassion, developmental best practices, and real 
classroom needs. 

Participants praised the engaging, station-based 
format that allowed them to learn through movement 
and collaboration—mirroring the best practices they 
aim to implement with their students. Sessions focused 
on actionable strategies such as incorporating visuals 
and puppets into lessons, addressing challenging 
behaviors with empathy, fostering strong classroom 
routines, and proactively shaping the environment to 
support regulation and engagement. Teachers walked 
away with practical tools and a renewed commitment 
to creating nurturing, intentional, and responsive early 
learning spaces. 

Brianna Nelson, Associate Superintendent of 
Academic Formation & Accessibility, 
Archdiocese of New Orleans 

MICHELLE F. BRUNSON, 
PHD 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR, 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 

the support of a doctoral 

UNIVERSITY 

with multiple projects 
that I am able to have 

The ECEI has helped me }
student, Omar Vigo, to 

both lighten the load and also enrich the CV of this 
budding professional!! Defnitely a win for us both! 
Editing the blog has helped me nurture my graduate 
students’ professional writing skills as well as network 
with early childhood professionals across the state, 
opening the door for future collaborative projects. 

The collaboration between 

Regents and the ECEI has 

support from Melanie 
Sandahl in the preparation 
of essential materials 
and reports critical to the 
Board’s operations. In 
addition, Melanie is gaining 
invaluable insights into state 
government processes and 
policies while collaborating 
with diverse stakeholder 
groups. 

appreciate the deep 
background in early 
childhood education 
provided by LSU’s research 
to practice pipeline, as well 
as the expertise in adult 
education. 
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Our small but mighty ECEI faculty (44 members) continue to lead innovative research and practice addressing the unique
challenges in early care and education for our most vulnerable population—infants and toddlers. From family literacy and
inclusive teaching strategies to developmental neuroscience and equitable access to early learning, our team is producing
high-impact scholarship that informs policy, elevates practice, and improves outcomes for children from birth to age three. 
This year’s publications span interdisciplinary collaborations, community-based initiatives, and student-driven projects that 
refect our commitment to advancing the feld and bridging the research-to-practice gap. 

(ECEI members are bolded; student names are underlined; teachers’ names are *) 

PUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONS 

Baumgartner, J. (2024).Oral history as a Community-based transformational learning experience in early childhood teacher education 
program. For inclusion in Community-based Transformational Learning in Early Childhood Settings: Integrating Experiences of Teachers, 
Students and the Community. Winterbottom, C, Lake, V., Malek-Lasater, Eds. Routledge. 

Baumgartner, J. (2024). Louisiana Early Childhood Teacher Oral History Project Annual Report 2024. Prepared by Hamilton, C. 

Baumgartner, J., Piestrzynski, L., & Eisworth, H. (2025). The complexity of collaboration in teacher education. In R. Burns & J. Jacobs 
(Eds.), The complex work of teacher educators: Cases that illustrate teacher educator standards in action (pp. 205-212). Emerald 
Publishing. 

Bensinger-Holt, R., & Fazio-Brunson, M. M. (2025). Exploring art: A resource to share with parents. Collaborations: The Ofcial Journal of 
the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 54(3). In press. 

Bensinger-Holt, R., & Fazio-Brunson, M. M. (2024). Exploring 2D and 3D shapes: A resource to share with parents. Collaborations: The 
Ofcial Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 53(1), 15-17. 

Bruns, D., George-Puskar, A., & Beavers, E. (2025). Skills, mindset, and capacity: Deconstructing leadership in early childhood settings. 
Infants and Young Children. 

Cantrell, K., Harmeyer, E., & Wittenberg Camp, B. (2024). Applying theory to child life assessment. In Cantrell, K., Sisk, C., & Wittenberg 
Camp, B. (Eds.), Child life assessment. Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

Chaudhary, P., Kumar, G., Rech, J.P., Snyder, K., Dinkel, D. A Doulas Perspective on Providing Physical Activity Education and Counseling 
to Pregnant Women. Journal of Perinatal Education. (In press, 2025). 

Chaudhary, P., Rech, J., Kumar, G., & Dinkel, D. (2024). Perceived Barriers and Facilitators of Childcare Providers’ Own Physical Activity: A 
Mixed-method Study. Health Education Journal, 0(0). 

Cherry, K. E. (November, 2024). Radical Environmental Change: Why Don’t They Just Leave? Innovation in Aging, Vol 8, (suppl 1), p. 1288. 

Coalson, G. A., Castello, S., Johnson, K. N., Oetting, J. B., & Haebig, E. (2024). Acceptability of racial microaggressions from the 
perspective of speech-language pathology students. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 55(7), 767-780, 
https://doi.org/10.1044/2024_LSHSS-23-0010 

Cox, C. R., West, S., Hills, T. T., & Haebig, E. (in press). What if child development followed network acquisition models exactly? 
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society. (Assumed 2025) 
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Culotta, E., DiCarlo, C., & Rueter, D. S. (2024). Using mindfulness practices to increase self-regulation in pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten-aged children. Child & Youth Care Forum. 

Curry, J., & Sulentic Dowell, M-M. (in press). An Andragogical Approach to Post-Pandemic Service Learning in a Counselor Education 
Program: A Mixed Methods Case Study. In E. Holton & P. Robinson, (Eds). Andragogy in Practice: Case Studies on Innovation in Adult 
Learning. 

Davis, D., Dinkel, D., Chaudhary, P., & Raikes, A. (2024). Measuring Program Quality Using Using Sensors: Childcare Professional's 
Experience, Perceptions, and Needs. Global Pediatrics, 100158. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gpeds.2024.100158 

Deris, A. R., & DiCarlo, C. F. (2024). Case studies in early childhood special education. Kendall Hunt. 

DiCarlo, C. (2025, March 20). The power of gratitude for preschool teachers and their classrooms. Louisiana Association for the 
Education of Young Children Blog. 

DiCarlo, C., & Rueter, D. (2025, April 15). Mindfulness in the early childhood classroom. Louisiana Association for the Education of Young 
Children Blog. 

DiCarlo, C., Rueter, D. & Lambert, K. (2025, March 20). Boosting your minds: The power of play in developing inhibitory control.  
Louisiana Association for the Education of Young Children Blog. 

DiCarlo, C., Sulentic Dowell, M-M., Fazio-Brunson, M., & Gauthreaux, S. (2024). Using Teacher Prompts to Increase Leadership Skills in 
Preschool Children. Child & Youth Care Forum. 

DiCarlo, C., Cherry, K. E., Sulentic Dowell, M. M., & Marks, L. D. (2024). Young children’s perception of the COVID-19 home stay. Child & 
Youth Care Forum, 53(3), 631-644. 

Dinkel, D., Chaudhary, P., Kupzyk, K., Johnson, D., Culjat, C., Torous, J., & Emerson, M. Understanding perinatal women’s preferences for 
mental health apps: A mixed method study. Mental Health & Prevention, 38:200420. (2025). 

Durham, S., Morgan, T., & Bridges, A. (2025). Challenging behavior or age-appropriate play: Recognizing the learning signifcance of 
toddlers’ schema play. Young Children, 80(1), 34–40. 

Dyson, K. (2025, May 9). Creating a supportive environment for positive behavior management. Louisiana Association for the Education 
of Young Children Blog. 

Dyson, K. & Piestrzynski, L. (in press). The CLASS tool: A framework for fostering emergent writing. Dimensions of Early Childhood, 
XX(xx), XX-XX. 

Fan, T., Decker, W., Momsen, J. P., Haebig, E., & Schneider, J. M. (in press). The facilitory role of rhyme during implicit and explicit word 
learning. Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research. (Assumed 2025) 

Fazio-Brunson, M. M., Vigo, O., Jones, E. J., & Hailey, D. J. (2025). Exploring counting and one-to-one correspondence with preschoolers: 
A resource to share with parents. Collaborations: The Ofcial Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 54(2). In press. 

Fazio-Brunson, M. M., Vigo, O., Upshaw, E. J., & Hailey, D. J. (2025). Exploring our senses: A resource to share with parents. 
Collaborations: The Ofcial Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 54(1), 26-27. 

Fazio-Brunson, M. M., Vigo, O., Upshaw, E. J., & Hailey, D. J. (2025). Budding authors: A resource to share with parents. Collaborations: 
The Ofcial Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 54(1), 28-29. 

Fazio-Brunson, M. M., Deep, N., & Bouck, G. (2025). Promoting mindfulness in early childhood: A resource for parents. Collaborations: 
The Ofcial Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 54(1), 14-18 

Fazio-Brunson, M. M., Deep, N., & Bouck, G. (2024). Simple family literacy activities that promote gratitude. Collaborations: The Ofcial 
Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 53(2), 12-16. 

Fazio-Brunson, M. M. (2024, May 28). Remapping Louisiana’s Cradle to Prison Pipeline through campus and community collaboration. 
Louisiana Association for the Education of Young Children Blog. 

Fazio-Brunson, M. M., Hornsby, C., & Norman, L. B. (2024). Supporting family literacy through community collaboration. Collaborations: 
The Ofcial Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 53(1), 8-10. 

Fazio-Brunson, Hailey, D. J., & Alexander, P. (2024). Family literacy as an early literacy intervention tool. Collaborations: The Ofcial 
Journal of the Louisiana Early Childhood Association, 53(1), 11-13. 

Fazio-Brunson, M., Boudreaux, A., Hailey, D. J., DiCarlo, C., & Weems, A. (2024). Collaborative Support for Children’s Success through 
Early Childhood Family Literacy. Dimensions, 52(3), 8-13. 

Fazio-Brunson, M., Boudreaux, A., DiCarlo, C., Hailey, D. J., & Jordan, K. (2024). Engaging Parents as Partners in Preschool Programs 
with Traditional and Distance Learning Models. Childcare Exchange, Fall, 46-51. 

Fears, N. E., Hirsch, S., Tamplain, P., & Miller, H. L. (2024). Characterizing goal-directed whole-body movements in autistic children and 
children with Developmental Coordination Disorder. Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders. 

Flanagan, E. W., & Redman, L. M. (2024). Early Life Energy Balance: The Development of Infant Energy Expenditure and Intake in the 
Context of Obesity. Current Obesity Reports, 13(4), 743–754. 

Gaye, F., Groves, N. B., Chan, E. S. M., Cole, A. M., Jaisle, E. M., Soto, E. F., & Kofer, M. J. (2024). Working memory and math skills in 
children with and without ADHD. Neuropsychology. 

Geist, E. (2025). Reinventing STEM in Early Childhood Education: A Constructivist Approach. Routledge/Taylor & Francis. 386 pp. 

George-Puskar, A., Beavers, E., Bruns, D. (2025). Building leadership capacity in early childhood special education through self-refection 
and action planning. Topics in Early Childhood Special Education (revised and resubmitted, awaiting decision). 

Gunn, B., & Nelson-Smith, K. (2025). Social Justice for Black Children: Addressing Systemic Challenges and Promoting Educational 
Equity Programs. Journal of Language and Education Policy, 6(1). 

Haebig, E., West, S., Jiménez, E., Hills, T. T., & Cox, C. R. (in press). Network analysis of autistic language learners along the small world 
spectrum. Autism Research. (Assumed 2025) 

Haebig, E., West, S., & Cox, C. R. (2024). Modeling Vocabulary Growth in Autistic and Non-Autistic Children. Proceedings of the Annual 
Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 46, 1560–1567. 
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Harmeyer, E., Wittenberg, B., & Moon, C. (2024). ‘I can kind of fow how I want to fow’: Motivations and perceived contrasts of providing 
care in home-based settings. Early Childhood Education Journal. doi: 10.1007/s10643-024-01671-3 

Jenny, M., Sulentic Dowell, M-M., & Daugherty, E. (2024). Kenneth S. Goodman. Handbook of Educational Thinkers. New York, NY: 
Palgrave. 

Johnson, M. (2025, March 20). Making STEM meaningful: Developmentally appropriate practices in early childhood classrooms. 
Louisiana Association for the Education of Young Children blog. 

Johnson, M. (2025, May 8). Just one more page! Louisiana Association for the Education of Young Children blog. 

Kofer, M. J., Soto, E. F., Rapport, M. D., & Whitehead, S. (in press). Ecological validity of clinic-based actigraphy for assessing hyperactivity 
in clinically evaluated children with and without ADHD. Journal of Psychopathology and Behavioral Assessment. (Assumed 2025) 

Kofer, M. J., Soto, E. F., Singh, L. J., Harmon, S. L., Jaisle, E., Smith, J. N., Feeney, K. E., & Musser, E. D. (2024). Executive function defcits 
in attention-defcit/hyperactivity disorder and autism spectrum disorder. Nature Reviews Psychology. 

Lambert, K., DiCarlo, C., & Rueter, D. (2025). Using Games and Activities to Increase Inhibitory Control Skills in Kindergarten-Aged 
Children. Early Childhood Education Journal. 

Le, C., Skinner, K., Piestrzynski, L., & Nguyen, H. (2025). Literate cultural capital building through father-child shared book reading: An 
interactional ethnography. Early Childhood Education Journal. Advance online publication. 

Michel, G. F., Babik, I., Nelson, E. L., Ferre, C. L., Campbell, J. M., & Marcinowski, E. C. (2025). Development of handedness and other 
lateralized functions during infancy and early childhood. In C. Papagno & P. Corballis (Eds.), Handbook of Clinical Neurology (pp. 181–194). 
Elsevier. 

Miller, H. L., Licari, M. K., Bhat, A., Aziz-Zadeh, L. S., Van Damme, T., Fears, N. E., Cermak, S. A., & Tamplain, P. M. (2024). Motor problems 
in autism: Co-occurrence or feature? Developmental Medicine & Child Neurology. 

Morrison, F. J., Grammer, J., Weixler, L. B., & Kim, M. (forthcoming). Growth of self-regulation in the transition to school. In L. Verhoeven 
(Ed.), Advances in Research on Reading Comprehension. (Assumed 2025) 

Perkins, P. (2025, April 28). Empowering Families Through Financial Stability: How Early Childhood Coalitions Can Leverage VITA 
Programs. Louisiana Association for the Education of Young Children Blog. 

Piestrzynski, L., & Williams, J. (2024). The impact of service-learning engagement on teacher candidates in an elementary education 
literacy course. Journal of Teacher Education and Educators, 13(1), 5–27. 

Ratnapradipa, K.L., Houfek, J.F., Gearhart, J., Schneider, E., Chasek, T., Dinkel, D.M., Cordts, K., Doyle, M., Chaudhary, P., Bhale, D., & 
Watanabe-Galloway, S. Exploring the dynamics of attracting and retaining acute care psychiatric registered nurses: An in-depth analysis 
using focus groups. Journal of Nursing Management, 2024(1), 31670255. 

Rowe, D. W., Piestrzynski, L., Hadd, A., & Reiter, J. (2024). Writing as a path to the alphabetic principle: How preschoolers learn that their 
own writing represents speech. Reading Research Quarterly, 59(1), 32-56. 

Sanders, T., Noetel, M., Parker, P., del Pozo Cruz, B., Biddle, S., Ronto, R., Hulteen, R.M., Parker, R., Thomas, G., De Cocker, K., Salmon, 
J., Hesketh, K., Weeks, N., Arnott, H., Devine, E., Vasconcellos, R., and Lonsdale, C. (2024). An Umbrella Review of the Benefts and 
Risks Associated with Youths’ Interactions with Electronic Screens. Nature Human Behaviour, 8(1), 82-99. Impact Factor = 22.3; Q1 2/310 
Neurosciences 

Schneider, J. M., Scott, T. L., Legault, J., & Qi, Z. (2024). Limited but specifc engagement of the mature language network during linguistic 
statistical learning. Cerebral Cortex, 34(4), bhae123. 

Smith, L. M., Kumar, G., Chaudhary, P., & Gordon, B. (2024). Ethics in Clinical Research, E-Module Versus Traditional Online Lecture, a 
Randomized Study. Journal of Statistics and Data Science Education, 1-12. 

Soto, E. F., Orantes, D., Russo, N., & Antshel, K. M. (2024). ASD and Sexual and Gender Minority Identity in College Students. Autism. 

Soto, E. F., Black, K., & Kofer, M. J. (2024). Is hyperactivity in children with ADHD a functional response to demands on specifc executive 
functions or cognitive demands in general? Neuropsychology. 

Spring, K. E., Lang, D., Pangelinan, M. M., & Wadsworth, D. D. (2024). Efects of an 8-week Active Play Intervention on Body Composition 
and Fundamental Motor Skills in Preschool Children. Children, 11, 1173. 

Spring, K. E., & Staiano, A. E. (2024). Physical activity and depressive symptoms in youth. Translational Pediatrics, 13(6), 1007–1011. 

Su, W. C., Srinivasan, S., & Bhat, A. N. (2025). Efects of creative movement, general movement, or seated play interventions on motor 
performance in children with Autism Spectrum Disorder: A pilot randomized controlled trial. Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders, 119, 
102501. 

Su, W. C., Srinivasan, S., & Bhat, A. N. (2025). Efects of movement and sedentary play interventions on executive functioning and their 
relationships with sensory, repetitive, and negative behaviors of children with ASD – a pilot RCT. Disability and Rehabilitation, 1–9. 
Advance online publication. 

Su, W. C., Mutersbaugh, J., Huang, W. L., Bhat, A., & Gandjbakhche, A. (2024). Using deep learning to classify (title incomplete in source). 

Sulentic Dowell, M-M., & Brown, C.B. (July 2024). Writers Who Care Blog Series. The Louisiana State University Writing Project: 
Improving the Teaching of Writing and Learning in Schools and Communities. 

Sun, S., Fears, N. E., & Miller, H. L. (2024). Functional upper-extremity movements in autism: A qualitative literature review. Research in 
Autism Spectrum Disorders. 

Valant, J., & Weixler, L. B. (forthcoming). Information and school choice: The efects of providing information to early childhood and K-12 
applicants. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis. (Assumed 2025) 

West, S., Haebig, E., & Cox, C. R. (2024). Context Efects on Word Association Production: A Semantic Warping Account. Proceedings of 
the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 46, 4021–4026. 
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ECEI RESEARCH FACULTY AND 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

The Early Childhood Education Institute at Louisiana State University is an umbrella 
organization created to promote research and dissemination of recommended practices in 
early childhood care and education. To apply to become an ECEI Afliate, Partner or Friend, 
visit lsu.edu/ecei. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Cynthia DiCarlo
Executive Director 
LSU Education 
Nicholas Fears 
Member-at-Large 
LSU Kinesiology 
Gene Geist 
Member-at-large 
LSU Education 
Carrie Ota 
Member-at-large 
Weber State University Child & Family Studies 

LOUISIANA UNIVERSITY MEMBERS 
Jennifer Baumgartner 
LSU, Education 
Alica Benton 
LSU, Education 
Michelle Fazio Brunson 
Northwestern State University, Early Childhood Education 
Priyanka Chaudhary 
LSU Pennington Biomedical Research Center, Pediatric 
Obesity & Health Behavior 
Katie Cherry 
LSU, Psychology 
Chien-Jen Chiang 
LSU, Human Sciences & Education 
Emily Flanagan 
LSU Pennington Biomedical Research Center, 
Developmental Physiology 

Eileen Haebig 
LSU, Communication Sciences & Disorders 
Ryan M. Hulteen 
LSU, Kinesiology 
Emily C. Marcinowski 
LSU, Kinesiology 
Judy Myhand 
LSU, Agriculture Nutrition & Food Sciences 
Kenyetta Nelson-Smith 
Southern University & A\&M, Family & Consumer Sciences 
Janna Oetting 
LSU, Communication Sciences & Disorders 
Laura Piestrzynski 
LSU, Education 
Leanne Redman 
LSU Pennington Biomedical Research Center, Reproductive 
Endocrinology & Women’s Health 
Elia Soto 
LSU, Psychology 
Katherine Spring 
Ingestive Behavior, Weight Management, & Health 
Promotion Laboratory” at Pennington 
Amanda Staiano 
LSU Pennington Biomedical Research Center, Pediatric 
Obesity & Health Behavior 
Wan-Chun Su 
LSU, Kinesiology 
Margaret-Mary Sulentic Dowell 
LSU, Literacy Leadership & Urban Education 

Lindsay Weixler 
Tulane University, Early Childhood Policy 
Linda Aidong Zhang 
Louisiana State University Shreveport (LSUS), 
Education & Human Development 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Agenda for Children, Center for Early Childhood 
Advancement – Derrick Toups 
Louisiana Board of Regents, Early Childhood – Michelle 
DeMeulaneare 
Louisiana Policy Institute for Children, Non-Proft – Libbie 
Sonnier 
Louisiana Policy Institute for Children, Non-Proft – Candace 
Alfred Webber 
Pointe Coupee Early Childhood Coalition, Non-Proft – 
Pheriche Perkins 
Ready Start EBR, Division of Early Childhood & Literacy – 
Angela Barnes 

EXTERNAL MEMBERS 
Elizabeth Beavers 
University of Houston–Clear Lake, Education 
Aaron Deris 
Minnesota State University, Education 
Sean Durham 
Auburn University, Education 
Erin Harmeyer 
Rutgers University (NIEER), Education 
Dan Isbell 
Penn State, Music 
Lena Lee 
Miami University (OH), Teacher Education 

Megan Purcell 
Purdue University, Human Development & Family Studies 
Julie Schneider 
University of California, Los Angeles, Neuroscience, 
Diversity & Learning 
Ann Marie Stanley 
Penn State, Music 
Marcella Terrusi 
University of Bologna, Life Quality Studies 
Brittany Wittenberg 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital, Adaptive Care Team Program 

GRADUATE FELLOWS 
Katherine Dyson, LSU – Doctoral Candidate, Curriculum & 
Instruction – Early Childhood Education 
Current Role: Instructional Coach, Pointe Coupee Early 
Childhood Coalition 

Melissa Johnson, LSU – Doctoral Candidate, Curriculum & 
Instruction – Early Childhood Education 
Current Role: Director, City Seats Program at Agenda for 
Children 

Bethany McClure, LSU – Doctoral Candidate, Curriculum 
& Instruction – Early Childhood Education 
Current Role: Assistant Professor of Elementary Education, 
Columbus State University 

Melanie Sandahl, LSU – Doctoral Candidate, Early 
Childhood Education 
Current Role: Not specifed 

Mahda (Marziyeh) Shabani, LSU – Doctoral Student, 
Kinesiology – Motor Behavior 
Current Role: Graduate Assistant, Human Development & 
Daily Life Lab (HuDDL Lab), LSU 

Omar Vigo, LSU – Doctoral Candidate, Early Childhood 
Education 
Current Role: Not specifed 
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